ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.

l.-~Tue BIrTH, PARENTAGE, AND INFANCY,

A Genealogy of Jesus Christ, a descendant of David and

The

Abraham.

Abraham was the father of Isaac,

Ancestors of [saac of]acob,

Jesus.

Jacob of Judah and his brothers,

Judah of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was
Tamar,

Perez of Hezron,

Hezron of Ram,

Ram of Amminadab,

Amminadab of Nashon,

Nashon of Salmon,

Salmon of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,

Boaz of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,

Obed of Jesse,

Jesse of David the King.

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother
was Uriah’s widow,
Solomon of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam of Abijal,
Abijah of Asa,
Asa of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat of Jehoram,
Jehoram of Uzziah,
Uzziah of Jotham,
Jotham of Ahagz,
Ahaz of Hezekiah,
Hezekiah of Manasseh,
Manasseh of Ammon,

1Ps, 2, 2,
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44  MATTHEW, 1.

Ammon of Josmh, ' : e EEE
Josiah of Jeconiah and hns bmthers, at the tmlc ar
of the I* \ﬂe to Babylon. L e

After the Lmle to Bab lon—- . ;'r:;; 12

Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel of Zeruhbabel,

Z.erubbabel of Abiud,

Abiud of Eliakim,

Eliakim of Azor,

Azor of Zadok,

Zadok of Achim,

Achim of Eliud,

Icliud of Eleazar,

ILleazar of Matthan,

Matthan of Jacob, sl
Jacob of Joseph, the husband of Mary, who 16
was the mother of Jesus, who is called

‘Christ . S

So the whole number of generations from Abxaham to Damd
is fourteen ; from David to the Exile to Babylon fourtcen md
from the Exile to Babylon to the Christ fourteen.

The The birth of Jesus Christ took place as follows”ﬁ I
sirth of  His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but,
desus.  before the marriage took place, she found herself

to be with child by the power of the Holy Spirit. Her husband, 19 =
Joseph, was a religious man and, being unwilling to expose . =~
her to contempt, Tesolved to put an end to their betrothal -~
privately. He had been dwelling upon this, when an 20
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream.
“* Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, ‘“do not be afraid to

take Mary for your wife, for her child has been conceived by

the power of the Holy bpmt She shall give birth to a son; 21

and you shall give him the name Jesus, for it is he who shall

save his people from their sins.’

All this happened in fulfilment of these wordq of the Lord in 22

the Prophet, where he says—

‘Behold! thev xrg‘m shall be with child and shall give blrth toason, 13
And they will give him the name Immanuel’ T

—a word which means ‘ God is vzith us.’ When Joseph ;4
awoke from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had

2 Isa. 7. 14
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directed him. He made Mary his wife, but did not live with
her as her husband until after the birth of her son; and to this

son he gave the name Jesus.

The Visit After the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem in Judaea,
ofthe  in the reign of King Herod, some Astrologers
Astrologers. from the Lkast arrived in Jerusalem, asking :
“Where is the new-born King of the Jews ? for we saw his
star in the east, and have come to do homage to him.”
When King Herod heard of this, he was much troubled, and
so, too, was all Jerusalem. He called together all the Chief
Priests and Teachers of the Law in the nation, and questioned
them as to where the Christ was to be born.
‘“ At Bethlehem in Judaea,” was their answer ; ““for it is said
in the Prophet—
“ And thou, Bethlehem in Judah’s land,
Art in no way least among the chief cities of Judah
For out of thee will come a Chieftain— ..
One who will shepherd my people Israel

Then Herod secretly sent for the Astrologers, and ascertained

from them the date of the appearance of the star; and, sending

them to Bethlehem, he said:  ““ Go and make careful inquiries
about the child, and, as soon as you have found him, bring me
word, that I, too, may go and do homage to him.”

The Astrologers heard what the King had to say, and then
continued their journey. And the star which they had seen in
the east led them on, until it reached, and stood over, the
place where the child was. At the sight of the star they
were filled with joy. Entering the house, they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and fell at his feet and did homage
to him. Then they unpacked their treasurcs, and offered to
the child presents of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But
afterwards, having been warned in a dream not {o go back
to Herod, they returned to their own country by another road.

The Flight After they had left, an angel of the Lord

into Egypt. appeared to Joseph in a dream, and said :

““ Awulke, take the child and his mother, and seck refuge in
Egvpt; and stay there until T bid you return, for Herod is
about to search for the child, to put him to death.” G
Joseph awoke, and, taking the child and his mother by
night, went into Egypt, and there he stayed until Herod’s
death ; in fulfilment of these words of the Lord in the Prophet,
where he says—

‘Out of Egypt I called my Son.’

When Herod found that he had been irifled with by the
Astrologers, he was very angry.  He sent and put to death all
s yangry I
6 Mic, 5.2, 18 Hos, 11, 1,
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46 ' MATTHEW, 2--8.

the boys in Bethlehem and the whole of that neighbourhood,
who were two years old or under, guided by the date which he

had ascertained from the Astrologers. ~ Then were ful- 17

filled these words spoken in the Prophet Jeremiah, where he

SAYS
*A voice was heard in Ramah,
Weeping and much lamentation ;
Rachel, weeping for her children,
Refused all comfort because they were not.’

But, on the death of Herod, an angel of the Lord appea_lj‘éd??'-

in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said :

“Awake, take the child and his mother, and go into the
Lland of Israel, for those who sought to take the child’s life are

dead.” : R
And he awoke, and, taking the child and his mother, went into
the Land of Israel. But, hearing that Archelaus had succeeded
his father Herod as King of Judaea, he was afraid to go back

there ; and, having been warned in a dream, he went into the
part of the country called Galilee. Aud there he settled in the
town of Nazareth, in fulfilment of these words in the Prophets—

‘He will be called a Nazarene.’

[I.--THE PREPARATION.

The Baptist  ‘tbout that time John the Baptist first appeared,‘

and his  proclaiming in the Wilderness of Judaea :

Message. “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at

hand.”
This is he who was spoken of in the Prophet Isaiah, where
he says—
‘ The voice of one crying aloud in the Wilderness
“ Make ready the way of the Lord,
Make his paths straight.’””’

John wore clothing made of camels’ hair, with a belt of
leather round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. At that time Jerusalem, and all Judaea, as
well as the whole district of the Jordan, went out to him and

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. -
When, however, John saw many of the Pharisees and -
Sadducees coming to receive his baptism, he said to them;
“You brood of vipers! Who has prompted you to seek
refuge from the coming judgement? Let your life, then,

18 Jer. 31. 15, % Exod. 4. 19, ¢ Dan. 2. 44, 3Isa. 40.3. 42 Kings1.8, .
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prove your repentance; and do not think that you can say

among yourselves ‘Abraham is our ancestor,’ for I tell you
that out of these very stones God is able to raise descendants

for Abraham! Already the axe is lying at the root of the

trees, Therefore every tree that fails to bear good fruit will
be cut down and thrown into the fire. I, indeed, baptize you
with water to teach repentance ; but He who is -Coming after
me is more powerful than I, and I am not fit even to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with

fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand, and he will clear his

threshing-floor, and store his grain in the barn, but the chaff
he will burn with inextinguishable fire.”
The . . :
Baptism of (0 John, to be baptized by him. But John tried
Jesus.  to prevent him. »

“It is 1,” he said, ‘‘who need to be baptized by vou ; why
then do you come to me ?”

“Let it be so for the present,” Jesus answered, ‘‘since
it is fitting for us thus to satisfy every claim of religion.”
Upon this, John consented.  After the baptism of Jesus, and
just as he came up from the water, the heavens opened, and he
saw’ the Spirit of God descending, like a dove, and alighting
upon him, and from the heavens there came a voice which
said : ‘

“This is my Son, the Beloved, in whom I delight.”

The Then Jesuswas led up into the Wilderness by the
Temptation Spirit to be tempted by the Devil.  And, after he

ofJesus. J1ad fasted for forty days and forty nights, he
became hungry. And the Tempter came to him, and

said : .
“If you are God’s Son, tell these stones to become loaves of
bread.” ' _ o
But Jesus answered : *“ Scripture says-—
“It is not on bread alone that man is to live, but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God.””

Then the Devil took him to the Holy City, and, placing him on
the parapet of the temple, said to him :
“If you are God’s Son, throw yourself down, for Scripture
SeLy s
“ He will give his angels commands about thee,
And on their hands they will upbear thee, :
Lest ever thou should’st strike thy foot against a stone.””’

““Scripture also says,” answered Jesus,
S
“¢Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”"

HEPs 118, 260 UV Psoao 7 Isacqz, 0, 3Pso2o7 4Deut. 8.3 5Py g5 11-13,
7 Deut, 6, 16,

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan,
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48 MATTHEW, 4.

The third time, the Devil took Jesus to a very high moun-
Lun, and, showing him all the kin "‘d()lnb of the world and their
alendom, said to him :
“ All these I will give you, if you will fall at my feet and
do homage to me.”
Then Jesus said to him:
““ Begone, Satan ! for Scripture says—

“Thou shalt do homage to the Lo#l thy God, and worship
him only.>”

Then the Devil left him alone, and angels came and min-
istered to him.

11T.—Tur WORK IN GALILEE.

Jesus setties

Capernaum. wards, leaving Nazareth, he went and settled at
Capernaum, which is by the side of the Sea, within the borders
of Zebulun and Naphtali ; in fultilment of these words in the
Prophet Isaiah—

¢ The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
The land of the Road by the Sea, dlld bey ond thu Joxdan,
With Galilee of the Gentiles—
The people who were dwelling in da,rknesa
Have seen a great Light,
And, for those who were dw elling in the slmdow-land of Death,
A L1511t has risen !’

. At that time Jesus In;s(m to proclaim-—
Jesus begins

his Work. ““Repent, for the Ixmgdom of Hed\en is at

hand.”

The first As Jesus was walking along the shore of the
Disciptes. Sea of (alilee, he saw two brothers—Simon,

also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew-—casting a net

into the Sea; for thev were fishermen.

“Come and follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will set you to

fish for men.’

The two men left their nets at once and followed him. Going
further on, he saw two other men who were also brothers,
James, Zebediah’s son, and his brother John, in their boat
with their father, mending their nets. Jesus called them,

10 Deut, 6, 13, 1536 Isa. 9. 12,

‘When Jesus heard that John had bcm com-
at mitted to pnson he retired to Galilee. After-
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and they at once left their boat and their father, and followed
him, . ,

Sesus And Jesus went all through Galilee, teaching

preaches 111 their Synagogues, proclaiming the Good

in Galitee.  News of the Kingdom, and curing every kind

of disease and every kind of sickness among the people;
and his fame spread all through Syria. They brought
to him all who were ill with any form of discase, or who were

suffering pain—-any who were either possessed by demons,

or were lunatic, or paralyzed ; and he cured them. And he

was followed by large crowds from Galilee, the district of the

Ten Towns, Jerusalem, Judaea, and from beyond the Jordan.

\ On seeing the crowds of people, Jesus went up

THE SERMON {he hill ; and, when he had taken his seat, his
mounT.,  disciples came up to him ; and he began to teach

them as follows :

The Happy.  ‘‘ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the

Kingdom of Heaven.

Blessed are the mourners, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be satisfied, : S A Y

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall find mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemalkers, for they shall be called Sons of

God.
Blessed are those who have been persecuted in the cause of
righteousness, for theirs 1s the Kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are you when people taunt you, and persecute you,
and say everything evil about you—untruly, and on my ac-
count. Be glad and rejoice, because your reward in Heaven

will be great ; for so men persecuted the Prophets who lived

before you. , Lot ; [y
A rest It is you who are the Salt of the earth; but, if
piscipte of the salt should lose its strength, what will you
Jesus.  yse to restore its saltness? It is no longer good
for anything, but is thrown away, and trampled underfoot.
It is you who are the Light of the world. A town that stands
Lesson from O &4 hill cannot be hidden. Men do not light
atamp. a lamp and put it under the corn-measure, but
on the lamp-stand, where it gives light to every one in the
house.  Let your light so shine before the eyes of your fellow-
men, that, seeing your good actions, they may praise your
Father who is in Heaven, '

The old Law 10 not think that I have come to do away with

and the new— the Law or the Prophets ; I have not come to do

away with them, but to complete them. For I tell you,
#lsa, 61, 1, 4Isa, 612 P Psog7. 11, 8 Ps, 240 4,

22

23

24

25

Chn (o

(oliie ob N}

10

11

12

_13

14
15

106

18
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until the heavens and the earth disappear, not even the smallest

letter, nor one stroke of a letter, shall disappear from the Law
until all is done.  Whoever, therefore, breaks one of these
commandments, even the least of them, and teaches others to -

do so, will be the least-esteemed in the Kingdom of Heaven ;

19

but whoever keeps them, and teaches others to do so, willbe

esteemed great in the Kingdom of Heaven. Indeed I tell you
that, unless your religion is above that of the Teachers of the
L(m, and Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of

Heaven.

on You have heard that to our ancestors it was

Anger, said——
“Thou shalt not commit murder,’
and

“Whoever commits murdu' shall be hable to answer for 1t to
the Court.?

I however, say to you that any one who cherishes anger acramst :

20

21

22

his brother shall be liable to answer for it to the Court and

whoever pours contempt upon his brother shall be hable

to answer for it to the High Council, while whoever calls down
curses upon him shall be liable to answer for it in the fiery
Pit.  Therefore, when prcscntmg your gift at the altar, if
even there you remember that your brother has some grievance
against you, leave your gift there, before the altar, go and

bL re(,oncded to }our brother first, then come and present

your gift. Be ready to make friends with your opponent, even 2
when you meet him on your way to the court ; for fear thathe

should hand you over to the judge, and the Judge to his officer,
and you should be thrown into prison. 1 tell you, you will
not come out until you have paid the last penny.

You have huard that it was said—
on

Impurity, *Thou shalt not commit adultery.’

I, howe\ er, say to you that any one who looks at a woman with
an impure inténtion has alread) committed adultery with herin
his heart. If your right eve is a snare to you, take it out and
throw it away. It would be best for you to lose one part of
your body, and not to have the whole of it thrown into the Pit.

And, if your right hand is a snare to you, cut it off and throw
it away. It would be best for you to lose one part of your
body, and not to have the whole of it go down to the th

It was also said---

on
Divorce,

‘Let any one who dnorws his \\xte serv
her with a notice of separation.’

[, however, say to you that any one who divorces hxs wnie,

2 Exod. 2o, 135 Enoch 2, 25 go. 26, 27, %7 Exod, 20, 144 8 Deut. 44- 3o

v
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committing adultery ; whnle any one who marries her after her
divorce is guilty of adu]tery
on Again, you have heard that to our ancestors it
Oaths,  was said—

* Thou shalt not break an oath, but thou shalt keop thine
oaths as a debt due to the Lord.’

I, however, say to you that you must not swear at all, either
b} Heaven, since that is God’s throne, or by the carth, since
that is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, since that is the city of
the Great King. Nor should you swear by your head, since you
cannot make a single hair either white or black. Let your
words be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this
comes from what is wrong.
You have heard tlmt it was said---

on

Revenge, “ An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,

1, however, say to you that you must not resist w rong; but,

if any one strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other to

him also; and, when any one wants to go to law with you,
to take your coat, let him have your cloak as well; and, if
any one compels you to go one mile, go two miles with him.
Give to him who asks of you; and, from him who wants to
borrow from you, do not turn away. -

on You have heard that it was said—-

Love. ‘Thou shalt love‘ thy nelghboux and hate thy
enemy.’

1, however, say to yo uMLm'e}om cnemxes, and pm} for those
who per suute you, that you may become Sons of your Father
who is in Heaven; for he causes his sun to rise upon bad
and good alike, and sends rain upon the righteous and upon
the unrighteous. For, 11 you love only those who love you, what
reward will you have ? Even the tax-gatherers do this! And,
if you show courtesy to your brothers only, what are you domg
more than others ? Even the Gentiles do this ! You,

then, must become perfect—as your hez e enly Father is perfect.

About Take care not to perform your lchglous duties

Giving.  in public in order to be seen by others ; if you do,
vour IFather who is in Heaven has no reward for you.

Thercefore, when vou do acts of charity, do not have a

trumpet blown in front of you, as hypocrites do in the Syna-
zogues and in the streets, that thev may be praised by others.
There, T tell you, is their reward ! But, when you do acts of
f.hdn(\ do not let your left hand know 'what yvour right hand
is domg so that your charity may be secret ; and your Father,
who sees what is in secret, will recompense you.

3% Num, 3o 23 Deut. 23, 21, % Isa, 66, 36 Ps 48. 2o B Exod, 21, 24
3 Lev, 19, 18, 8 Deut, 18,13
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About And, when you pray, you are not to behave as
Praying. hypocrites do. They like to pray standing in the
Synagogues and at the corners of the streets, that they may
be seen by men. There, I tell you, is theirreward ! But, when 0
one of you prays, let him go into his own room, shut the door,
and pray to his Father who dwells in secret; and his Father,

L

who sees what is secret, will recompense him. When 7
praying, do not repeat the same words over and over again, asis
done by the Gentiles, who think that by using many words they
will obtain a hearing. Do not imitate them; for God, your 8
Father, knows what you need before you ask him. ~You, 9

therefore, should pray thus—
The ‘Lorars ~ Our IFather, who art in Heaven,
Prayer/ May thy name be held holy,
thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done— ,
on earth, as in Heaven,
Give us to-day PRI
the bread that we shall need ; :
And forgive us our wrong-doings, az

as we have forgiven those who have
wronged us ; : : ,
And take us not into temptation, oy
but deliver us from Evil.? i
For, if you forgive others their offences, your heavenly Father 14
will forgive you also; but, if you do not forgive others their 13
offences, not even vour Father will forgive your offences. e
About And, when you fast, do not put on gloomy looks, 16
Fasting. as hypocrites do who disfigure their: faces that
they may be seen by men to be fasting. That, 1 tell you, is .
their reward ! But, when one of you fasts, let him anoint his 17
head and wash his face, that he may not be seen by men to be 13
fasting, but by his Father who dwells in secret; and his Father,
who sees what is secret, will recompense him, |

The true Do not store up weasures for yourselves on 19
Treasure. carth, where moth and rust destroy, and where
thieves breakinand steal.  But storeup treasures foryourselves 20

in Heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where
thicves do not break in or steal, For where your treasure is, 21
there will your heart be also. The lamp of the body is 22
Light ana theeye. Ifyour eyeis unclouded, your whole body
parkness. will be lit up; but, if your eye is diseased, your 23
whole body will be darkened. And,if the inner light is darkness,

how intense must that darkness be ! No one can serve 24
True two masters, for either he will hate one and love the

ervice.  other, or else he will attach himself to one and
despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.

6 Isa. 26, 205 2 Kings 4. 33.
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The cares That is why 1 say to you, Do not be anxious
of Life.  about your life here—what you can get to eat

or drink; nor yet about your body—what you can get to
wear. s not life more than food, and the body than its
clothing ?  Look at the wild birds—they neither sow, nor
reap, nor gather into barns; and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them! And are not you more precious than they?
But which of you, by being anxious, can prolong
his life a single moment? And why be anxious about

neither toil nor spin; yet 1 tell you that even Solomon in
all his splendour was not robed like one of these. If God
so clothes even the grass of the field, which is living to-day
and to-morrow will be thrown into the oven, will not he much

more clothe you, O men of little faith? Do not then ask

anxiously ‘What can we get to eat ?” or * What can we get to
drink?”’ or *What can we get to wear?’ All these are the
things for which the nations are sceking, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. But first seek his
Kingdom and the righteousness that he requires, and then all
these things shall be added for you. Therefore do not be
anxious about lo-morrow, for to-morrow will bring its own
anxieties,  Every day has trouble enough of its own.

O ~ . ; : S
sudging For, justas you judge others, you will yourselves
others.  he judged, and the measure that you mete will

be meted out to you. And why do you look at the straw in
your brother’s eye, while you pay no attention at all to the

beam in yours?  How will you say to your brother * Let me
take out the straw from your eye,” when all the time there is
a beam in your own? Hypocrite! Take out the beam from
vour own eye lirst, and then you will see clearly how to take
out the straw from vour brother’s. Do not give what
is sacred to dogs; nor yet throw your pearls belore pigs,
lest they should trample them uader their feet, and then
turn and aftack you. Ask, and your prayer shall
Encouragas be granted 3 search, and you shall find; knogk,
ment  and the door shall be opened to you. For
to Prayer. e that asks receives, he that searches finds,
and to him that knocks the door shall be opened.  Who
among you, when his son asks him for a loaf, will give
him a stone, or when he asks for a fish, will give him a
snake? If vou, then, wickad though you are, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will your Father who is in Heaven give what is good to
the those that ask him ! - Do to others what-
Golden Rule, cver you would wish them to do to you ; for that
is the teaching of both the Law and the Prophets.

Do not judge, that you may not be judged.

[
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The Go in by the small gzite. Bread ﬁai;n'd; spaClous -

two Roads. is the road that leads to destruction,; and those

that go in by it are many ; for small is the gate, and narrow

14

the road, that leads to Life, and those that find it are

few.

Trueand false  Beware of false Teachers—men who come to

Teachers. you in the guise of sheep, but at heart they

are ravenous wolves. By the fruit of their lives you

will know them. Do people gather grapes from thorn-
bushes, or figs from thistles? So, too, every sound tree
bears good fruit, while a worthless tree bears bad fruit. A
sound tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a worthless
tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that fails to bear good fruit
1s cut down and thrown into the fire. Hence it 1s by the
fruit of their lives that you will know such men. Not
every one who says to me ‘ Master! Master!’ will enter the

17
18

19
20

21

Kingdom of Heaven, but only he who does the will of my L

Father who is in Heaven. On ‘That Day’ many will say to

me ‘ Master, Master, was not it in your name that we taught,
and in your name that we drove out demons, and in your
23

22

name that we did many miracles?’  And then I shall say to
them plainly ‘I never knew vou. Go from my presence, you
who live in sin.’ : ' e
The two ivery one, therefore, that listens to this teaching - 24
Foundations. of mine and acts upon it may be compared toa
prudent man, who built his house upon the rock. The rain 235
poured down, the rivers rose, the winds blew and beat upon that =
house, but it did not fall, for its foundations were upon the
rock. And every one that listens to this teaching of 26
mine and does not act upon it may be compared to a foolish |
man, who built his house on the sand.  The rain poured down, 27
the rivers rose, the winds blew and struck against that house,
and it fell ; and great was its downfall.”

By the time that Jesus had finished speaking, the crowd was 28
filled with amazement at his teaching. For he tanght them like 29
one who had authority, and not like their Teachers of the Law.

Cure When Jesus had come down from the hill, great 1 8
of a Leper. crowds followed him. And he saw a leper 2

who came up, and bowed to the ground before him, and said :
‘“ Master, if only you are willing, you are able to make me

clean.”

SO |
“1 am willing ; become clean.” »
t M Isa. 2. 11, B Ps. 6,8,

Stretching out his hand, Jesus touched him, saying as he did
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Instantly he was made clean from his lepros\ ; and then Jesus

caid to him :
““ Be careful not to say a word to any one, but go and show
5ourself to the Priest, and offer the gift directed by Moses,
as evidence of your cure.”

Cure of

Servant. is he]p

“Sir,” he said, “‘my mansu'vant is lying ill at m) house

with a stroke of paralysw, and is suffering terribly.”

“T will come and cure him,” answered Jesus.

“ Sir,” the Captain went on, ‘‘ I am unworthy to receive you
under my roof; but only speak, and my manservant will be
cured. For T myself am a man under the orders of others,
with soldiers under me ; and, if 1 say to one of them ‘ Go,’ he
goes, and to another Come, he comes, and to my sld\' ‘Dn
this,’ he does it.”
Jesus was surprised to hear this, and s,ud to those who were
following him:

“Never, I tell you, in any Israelite have I met with such

faith as this! Yes, and many will come in from East and West
and take their places beside Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in
the Kingdom of Heaven ; while the heirs to the Kingdom will

he ‘ banished into the darkness’ outside; there, there will

be weeping and grinding of teeth.”
Then Jesus said to the Captain ;
““ Go now, and it shall be according to your f}uth.
And the man was cured that very hour. :
When Jesus went into Peter's l]OU@&, he saw
of pure o Peter’s mother-in-law prostrated with fever. On
Mother-in-Law his taking her hand, the fever left her, and she
and t°hf many rose and began to wait upon hin.
others. In the evening the people brought to Jesus many
who were possessed by demons ; and he drove out the spirits
with a word, and cured all who were ill, in fulfilment of these
words in the Prophet Isaiah—

* He took our mﬁrmltxes on himself, and bore the burden of
our diseases.’

Tests of Seeing a crowd round him, Jesus gave orders
8incerity. {0 g0 aACross.

And a Teacher of the Law came up to him, and said
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”

““ Foxes have holes,” answered Jesus, * and wild birds their

lroogx,r}g,'-pldgas but the Son of Man h’l‘: nowhere to lay his
180

*“ Master,” said another, who was a dnsmple, “let me first go

and bury my father.”
4 Lev. 13. 40, M Mal 1. 1. 12 Enoch 10. 4. 17 Isa. 33,4 92 Dan. 7. 13

"After Jesus had entered Capernaum, a Captain.
an officers 111 the Roman army came up to him, entreatmg

‘la

(#2}

AN

9

10

il

14

~

i6

18

19

20




56 . MATTHEW, 8.9,

But Jesus answered :
“Follow me, and leave the dead to burv their dead.”
Jesus stitts  Lhen he got into the boat, followcd by his dis-
astorm. ciples. Suddenly so great a storm came on upon

23
24

the Sea, that thc -aves broke right over the boat. But Jesus

was asleep ; and the dlSClpIOb came and roused him.
““ Master,” they cried, ‘‘save us; we are lost!”

“Why are vou so tmud'?" he said, “O men of Iittic

faith 1”

Then Jesus rose and rebuked the winds and th(, sea, and a

great calm followed. The men were amazed, and
exclaimed :
“What kind of man is this, that even the winds and the sea

obey him!?”

Cure of two _And on getting to the other side—-the country

madmen. of the Gadarenes-—Jesus met two men who were
possessed by demons, coming out of the tombs. lhe) were
so violent that no one was '1bk to paes tlmt way.  Suddenly
they shricked out : i :

“What do you want with us, Son of God? Have you come

here to torment us before our mm," »

26

27

A long way off, there was a drove of maany pigs, fuedmg, ; (md: 0,

the foul spmts bCO‘dll begging Jesus:
“If you drive us out, send us into the dm\c of pigs.”
“(0,” he said.

The spirits came out, and entered the pigs; and the whole - .

drove rushed down the steep slope into the Sea, and died in

the water. At this the men who tended them ran -

away and went to the town, carrying the news of all that had
oceurr cd, and of what had happened to the possessed men.
At the news the whole town went out to meet Jesus, and, when
they saw him, they entreated him to go away from their
neighbourhood.

Afterwards Jesus got into a boat, and, crossing

Cure of _
a paralyzed Over, came to his own city. And there
Man.  gome people brought to him a paralyzed man on

a4 bed.  When ]L,sus saw thelr faith, he said to the man:
% Courage, Child! your sins are forgiven.”
Then some of the T eachers of the Law said to themselves :
“This man is blaspheming!”
Knowing their thoughts, Jesus exclaimed :
““ Why do you cherish such wicked thoughts ? Which, I ask
is the easier P—to S’W ‘Your sins are forgiven’? or to say Get
up, and walk about’? But, that you may know that the Son

of Man has power on Larth to forgive sins ”—then hesaid to the

.5“6\ s W

paralyzed man—‘ Get up, take up your bed, and return to your

home.” The man got up and went to his homc. When 7

the crowd saw this, they were awe-struck, and praised God for o

giving such power to men.

=
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Call of As Jesus went along, he saw a man, called
Matthew. Matthew, sitting in the tax-office, and said to
him: . '
“ FoHow me.”
Matthew got up and followed him.
sosus blamed . 1d, later on, when he was at table in the
for his  house, a number of tax-gatherers and outcasts
Companions. came in and took their places at table with
Jesus and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they
said to his disciples :
“Why does your Teacher eat in the company of tax-
gatherers and outcasts?” g e
On hearing this, Jesus said : ‘ : -
“1t is not those who are in health that need a doctor, but
those who are ill.  Go and learn what this means—

‘I desire merey, and not sacrifice ”;

for I did not come to call the religious, but the outcast.”
The Discinl Then John's disciples came to Jesus, and asked :
ples ER 3 B :
blamed for Why do we and the Pharisees fast while your

not Fasting. disciples donot?” = = o
Jesus answered : o SRR B '
““ Can the bridegroom’s friends mourn as long as the bride-
groom is with them? But the days will come, when the bride-
groom will be parted from them, and they will fast then. No
man ever puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment ;
for such a patch tears away from the garment, and a worse
rent is made. Nor do people put new wine into old wine-
skins ; for, if they do, the skins burst, and the wine runs out,

and the skins are lost ; but they put new wine into fresh skins,

and so both are preserved.”

148 e < e FEABOR & P o,
The Raising Wlulg Jesus was saying this, a President of a
of the  Synagogue came up and bowed to the ground

Daughter of bhefore him.
Jaeirus,

come and place your hand on her, and she will be restored to
lifec” :

So Jesus rose and followed him, and his disciples went
also. But meanwhile a woman, who had been suffer-

cure or  Ng from haemorrhage for twelve years, came up_

an afficted behind and touched the tassel of his cloak,
Woman. “If I only touch his cloak,” she said to herself,
“T shall get well.”
Turning and seeing her, Jesus said :
‘“ Courage, Daughter ! your faith has delivered you.” And
the woman was delivered from her malady from that very
hour, When Jesus reached the President’s house, seeing

13 Hos, 6. 6. 20 Num, 13. 38.
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the flute-players, and a number of people all in confusion, hesald
“Go away, the little girt is not dead ; she is asleep.”

They began to laugh at him; but, when the peoy)le had been

sent out, Jesus went in, and took thc little girl’s hand, and she

rose. The rcport of thxs spmad through all that

part of the country. |

As ]esus was passing on from there, he was

Cuve of
two followed by two blind men, who kept C:dlmg3 out:
blind Men. “Take pity on u@, Son of David !

When hie had gone indoors, the blind men came up to him ;
and Jesus asked then :

“ Do you believe that I am able to do ﬂ‘m 2P

“Yes, Master !” they answered. | '
Upon that he touched their eyes, and seid -

““It shall be according to your faith.”

Then their eyes were opened - anm ster nlv auuoned, .

them. ““ See that no one knows of it,” he said.  But the men
went out, and spread the news about him through all that part
of the country. ‘
Cure of a Just as they were going out, some people
dumb Man. brought up to Jesus a dumb man who was
possessed by a demon ; and, as soon as the demon had been
driven out, the dumb man spoke. The people were astonished
at this, :md exclaimed :
‘““Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israd e
But the Pharisees said ;
“He drives out the demons b) the help of the chief of
the demons.”

The Nasd Jesus went round all the towns and the vil-

for lages, teaching in their Synagogues, proclaiming

Workers.  {ho Good News of the Ixmgdom, and cur mg every
kind of disease and every kind of sickness. - .

But, when he saw the crowds, his heart was moved with com-
passion for them, because they were distressed and harassed,
‘like sheep without a shepherd’; and he said to his disciples :

“The harvest is abundant, but the labourers are few.
Therefore pray to the Owner of the harvest to send labourers
to gather m his harvest.”

The twelve Calling his twelve Disciples to him, Jesus gave

Aposties. them authority over foul spirits, so that they
could drive them out, as well as the power of curing every
kind of disease and every kind of sickness.

The names of the twelve Apostles are these
First Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother ‘\ndrew ;
James the son of Zebediah, and his brother John
Philip and Bartholomew ;

36 Num, a7, 17,

| O3]
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Thomas, and Matthew the tax-gatherer ;
James the son of Alphacus, and Thaddaeus;

Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot—the Apostle who

betrayed him. '
The Mission _Lhese twelve Jesus sent out as his Messengers,

of the twelve after giving them these instructions—
Apostles. : CTRNe

“ Do not go to the Gentiles, nor enter any Samaritan town,
but make your way rather to the lost sheep of Isracl. And on
yvour way proclaim that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.
Cure the sick, raise the dead, make the lepers clean, drive
out demons. You have received free of cost, give free of
cost. Do not provide yourselves with gold, or silver,
or pence in your purses ; not even with a bag for the journey,
or a change of clothes, or sandals, or even a staff; for the
worker is worth his food. Whatever town or village you

visit, find out who is worthy in that place, and remain
there till you leave. As you enter the house, greet it.  Then,

i the house is worthy, let your blessing rest upon it, but,
if it is unworthy, let your blessing return upon yourselves.
If no one welcomes you, or listens to what you say, as you

leave that house or that town, shake off its dust from your

feet. I tell you, the doom of the land of Sodom and Gomorrah
will be more bearable in the ‘Day of Judgement’ than the
doom of that town. TR e T
Remember, Iam sending you out as my Messengers like sheep
among wolves. So be as wise as serpents, and as blameless as
doves. Be on your guard against your fellow men, for they
will betray you to courts of law, and scourge you in their Syna-~
gogues ; and you will be brought before governors and kings
tor my sake, that you may witness for me before them and the
nations. Whenever they betray you, do not be anxious as to how
you shall speak or what you shall say, for what you shall say
will be given you at the moment; for it will not be you who

speak, but the Spirit of your Father that speaks within you.
Brother will betray brother to death, and the father his child ;-

and children will turn against their parents, and cause them
to be put to death; and you will be hated by every one on
accountof my Name. Yet the man that endures to the end shall
be saved. But, when they persecute you in one town, escape to
the next ; for, T tell you, you will not have come to the end o
the towus of Israel before the Son of Man comes. A
scholar is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his
master. It is enough for a scholar to be treated like his
teacher, and a servant like his master. If the head of the
house has been called Baal-zebub, how much more the mem-
bers of his household ! Do not, therefore, be afraid of them.
There is nothing concealed which will not be revealed, nor
15 Enoch 10, 6. 21 Mic, 7. 6,
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anything hidden which will not become known. "W/thgt' Itell
vou in the dark, say again in the light ; and what is whispered

in your ecar, proclaim upon the housetops. And do not be

27
28

afraid of those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the
soul; rather be afraid of him who is able to destroy both.

soul and body in the Pit. Are not two sparrows sold for a half- . :
penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without

your Father’s knowledge.  While as for you, the very hairs of
vour head are all numbered. Do not, therefore, be afraid; you
are of more value than many sparrows. ~  Every one,
therefore, who shall acknowledge me before his fellow men, 1, -
too, will acknowledge before my Father who is in Heaven;

but, if any one disowns me before his fellow men, I, too, will
disown him before my Father who is in Heaven. .
The Cost Do not imagine that I have come to bring

of Christ's peace upoil the earth. 1 have come to bring, not -
Service.  peace, but the sword.  For 1 have come to set—

‘a man against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. A
man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’

He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy

of me; and he who loves son or daughter more than me is =
not worthy of me. And the man who does not take his cross

and follow in my steps is not worthy of me. He who has

found his life will lose it, while he who, for my sake, has lost

his life shall find it.

He who welcomes you is welcoming me; and he who
welcomes me is welcoming him who sent me as his Messenger. -
He who welcomes a Prophet, because he is a Prophet, shall
receive a Prophet’s reward; and he who welcomes a good

man, because he is a good man, shall receive a good man’s

reward. And, if any one gives but a cup of cold water to one

of these lowly ones because he is a disciple, 1 tell you that he
shall assuredly not lose his reward.”

After Jesus had finished giving directions to his twelve
Disciples, he left that place in order to teach and preach in
their towns. o

The Baptiste  NOW John had heard in prison what the Christ
Message to Wis doing, and he sent a message by his disciples

Jesus.  and asked— .

““ Are you ‘The Coming One,’ or are we to look forsome

one else?” ik , G
oo 85".36 h{ic. 7. ‘60: 3 Pﬁ. llgc 26.
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The answer of Jesus to the question was—

““Go and report to John what you hear and see—The blind
recover their sight and the lame walk, the lepers are made
clean and the deaf hear, the dead, too, are raised to life, and
the Good News is told to the poor. And blessed is the man 6
who finds no hindrance in me.” Sl e

While these men were going back, Jesus began
Testimeny of 10 sy to the crowds with reference to John :
Jesus to “What did you go out into the Wildernesstolook 8
the Baptist. ;12 A reed waving in the wind? If not, what
did you go out to see? A man richly dressed? Why, those
who wear rich things are to be found in the courts of kings!
What, then, did you go for? To see a Prophet? Yes, I tell ¢
vou, and far more than a Prophet. This is the man of whom 10
Scripture says— | o R |
‘ Behold, I am myself sending my Messenger before thy face,
- And he shall prepare thy way before thee.” = |

T

~r

i

I tell you, no one born of a woman has yet appeared who is 11
greater than John the Baptist; and yet the lowliest in the
Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he. From the time of 12
John the Baptist to this very hour, the Kingdom of Heaven
has been taken by force, and men using force have been
seizing it. For the teaching of all the Prophets and of the 13
Law continued till the time of John ; and—if you are ready to 14
accept it-—John is himself the Elijah who was destined to
come. Let him who has ears hear. ~~  But to 15,16
what shall I compare the present generation? It is like
little children sitting in the market-places and calling out to 17
their playmates—

‘We have played the flute for you, but you have not danced ;

We have wailed, but you have not mourned.’

For, when John came, neither eating nor drinking, men said 18
‘He has a demon in him’; and now that the Son of Man has 19
come, eating and drinking, they are saying ‘ Here is a glutton
and a wine-drinker, a friend of tax-gatherers and outcasts!’
And yet Wisclom‘ is vindicated by her actions.” S e
The Doom of LN Jesus began to reproach the towns in 20
the Towns of Which most of his miracles had been done, be-
Galitee.  cause they had not repented :
‘“Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! For, if 21
the miracles which were done in you had been done in Tyre
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes, Yet, I tell you, the doom of Tyre and Sidon will be more = 22
bearable in the ¢ Day of Judgement’ than yours. And 2.
you, Capernaum! Will you f‘exalt yourself to Heaven’? °
“You shall go down to the Place of Death.” For, if the miracles

o Isa, 61, 1. 10 Mal, 3. 1. 2 Isa. 14. 13—x5.
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which have been done in you had been done in Sodom, it
would have been standing to this day. Yet, 1 tell you, the

doom of Sodom \\’111 be more bearable in the ‘D&} of ]udm,- '

ment  than your s.

At that same time Jesus uttered the words :

Th
Child-tike “1 thank thee, Father, Lord of
Mind, Heaven and earth, that, though thou

hast hidden these thmgs from the
wise and learned, thou hast revealed
them to the child- hku ! Yes, Father,
I thank thee that this has seemed
good to thee.

iverything has been committed to me by my Father; nor
does s any one fully know the Son, except the Father, or iulh
know the Father, except the Son and those to whom the Son

Josus may choose to reveal him. ' Come to me,

invites the 4l you who toil and are buxdmed, and T will
Weary.  give you rest! Take my yoke upon you, and

learn from me, for I am Q‘entle and lowly -minded, and ‘you .

shall find rest tor your souls’; for my yolie is casy, and my

burden is light.”

About the same time Jesus walked thr odg‘h thef

The Disciples ~ « : :
biarmed Tor corn-ficlds one. Sabbath. His disciples were

not observing hungry, and began to pick some ears of wheat

thekaw. and eat them. But, when the Pharisees saw thxs,_

they said :

12

““Look ! your disciples are doing what it is not allowable to

do on a Sabbath !”
““ Have not you read,” replied Jesus, “ what David did, when

he and his companions were hungry—how he went into the

House of God, and how they ale the consecrated bread, though

o

it was not allowable for him or his compamons to eftt it, but

only for the priests? And have not you read in the Law that
on the Sabbath, the priests in the Temple break the Qabbdth

and yet are not guilty? Here, however, I tell you, there is

something greater than the Temple ! And had vou learnt the
meaning of “the words—

‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,

vou would not have condemned those who are not quxltv
For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”

Passing on, Jesus went into their. Synagogue

o ure of . and there he saw a man with a withered hand.

a withered Some people asked Jesus whether it was allowable

Hand. {o work a cure on the Sabbath—so that they might

have a charge to bring against him. But Jesus said to them

2 Enoch 10, 6, 2 Jer, 6. 16, - 4 1 Sam. 21, 6. 7 Hos, 6. 6.
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“ Which of you, if he had only one sheep, and that shcap
fell into a pit on the Sabbath, would not lay hold of it and
pull it out? And how much more precious a man is than a
ahe ep ! Therefore it is allowable to do good on the Sabbath.”
Then he said to the man.

“ Stretch out your hand.”

The man stretched it out; and it had becomg as sound as the
other. On coming out, the Pharisees ploitc,d against
Jesus, to put him to death.

Jesus, however, became aware of 1t and went away {rom
that place. A number of people followed him, and he
cured them all; but he warned them not to make him known,
in fulfilment of these words in the Prophet Isaiah—

‘Behold ! the Servant of my Choice,
My Beloved, in whom my heart dt,llo' 1ts 1
I will breathe my spirit upon him,
And he shall announce a time of Judﬁement to the Gcmllcs.
He shall not contend, nor cry aloud, -
Neither shall any one hear his \*ou ¢ 1n the strocts ;
A bruised reed he will not break, e
And a smouldering wick he will not quench, :
Till he has brought the judgement to a victorious issue,
And on his name shall the Gentiles rest their hopes.’

Cure of abling Lhen some people brought to Jesus a possessed
and dumb man, who was blind and dumb; and he cured
Man, him, so that the man who had been dumb both
talked and saw, At this all the people were astounded.

“Isitpossible that this is the son of David?” they exclaimed.
But the Pharisees heard of it and said :

Josus accused “He drives out demons only | by, the help of
of Acting  Baal-zebub the chief of the denions.”
by the Help  Jesus, however, was aware of what was passing
of Satan. i their minds, and said to them :

““Any kingdom divided against itself becomes a desolation,
and any town or household divided against itself will not last.
So, if Satan drives Satan out, he must be divided against
himself; and how, then, can his kingdom last? ~\nd if it
is by B'ml-/ebub’s help tl]dt I drive out demons, by whose

shall themselves be your judges. But, if it is by the help of
the Spirit of God that I drive out domons then the Kingdom
of God must already | be upon you. 1§ Iow again, can any one
get into a strong man’s house and carry off his woods, without
first securing him? And not till then will he plund(,r his house.
He who is not with me is against me, and he who does
not help me to gather is scattering. Therefore, 1
tell you, men will be forgiven every sin and slander ; but

18 Isa. 41. 8 g2, 1, 1921 Isa. 42 z-4.
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slander against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. Whocver = 3:
speaks against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever

speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either
in the present age, or in the age to come. s
Words You must assume either that both tree and fruit
aTestof are good,or that both tree and fruit are worthless;
Character. gince it is by its fruit that a tree is known., You

brood of vipers! how can you, evil as you are, say anything

grood ?  For what fills the heart will rise to the lips. A good

man, from his good stores, produces good things; while an
evil man, from his evil stores, produces evil things. 1
tell you that for every careless thing that men say, they must

answer on the ‘ Day of Judgement.” For it is by your words 3

v

that you will be acquitted, and by your words that you will be

condemned.”

Warning . f
against seeking Pharisees interposed.

At this point, some Teachers of the Law and

signe.  ‘‘Teacher,” they said, ‘‘ we want to see some

¢ ~ FPNEONES }
sign from you.

“Ttisa wic

At the Judgement, the men of Nineveh will stand up with this
M8 . : I
reneration, and will condemn it, because they repented at

onah’s proclamation: and here is more than a Jonah! At
3

ked and unfaithful generation,” answered Jesus,

-3

““that is asking for a sign, and no sign shall be given it except 9
the sign of the Prophet Jonah. For, just as ¢ Jonah was inside
the sea-monster three days and three nights,’ so shall the Son of -
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

0

41

the Judgement the Queen of the South will rise up with the

present generation, and will condemn it, because she came

from the very ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of

Solomon ; and here is more than a Solomon! .

Danger

Reformation. water, in search of rest, and does not find it.

Then it says ‘I will go back to the home which I left’; but,

on coming there, it finds it unoccupied, and swept, and put in
order. Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more

wicked than itself, and they go in, and make their home there ;

and the last state of that man proves to be worse than the
first. So, too, will it be with this wicked generation.”

The true While he was still speakmg to the Cro“l'asi; his

Brotherhood. motherand brothers were standing outside, asking
to speak to him. Some one told him this, and Jesus replied :
““Who is my mother ? and who are my brothers?”

» *

Then, stretching out his hand towards his disciples, he said :

A Jonxorp R Kingsiooa—g

"No sooner does a foul spirit leave a man,
of impertect than it passes through places where there is no -
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““ Here are my mother and my brothers ! For any one who

does the will of my Father who is in Heaven is my brother

and sister and mother.”

Parable That same day, when Jesus had left the housc

of the Sower. and was sitting by the Sea, such great crowds
gathered round him, that he gol into a boat, and sat in it,

while all the people stood upon the beach. Then he told them
many truths in parables. o

“The sower,” he began, ‘“ went out to sow ; and, as he was
sowing, some seed fell along the path; and the birds came
and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it had not
much soil, and, having no depth of soil, sprang up at once.
As soon as the sun had risen, it was scorched, and, having no
root, withered away. Some, again, fell into the brambles ;
but the brambles shot up and choked it.  Some, however, fell
on good soil, and yielded a return, sometimes one hundred,
sometimes sixty, sometimes thirty fold. =~ Let him who
has ears hear.” g e

Afterwards his disciples came to him, and said ¢

“Why do you speak to them in parables?”

“To you,” answered Jesus, ““the knowledge of the hidden
truths of the Kingdom of Heaven has been imparted, but not to
those. For, to all who have, more will be given, and they shall
have abundance ; but, from all who have nothing, even what
they have will be taken away. That is why 1 speak to them
in parables, because, though they have eyes, they do not see,

and though they have ears, they do not hear or understand.

And in them is being fulfilled that prophecy of Isaiah which
SaAYS— _ , T v
“You will hear with vour ears without ever understanding,
And, though you have eyes, you will see without ever perceiv-
ing, '
For the mind of this nation has grown dense,
And their ears are dull of hearing,
Their eyes also have they closed ;
Lest some day they should perceive with their eyes,
And with their ears they should hear,
And in their mind they should understand, and should turt—
And 1 should heal them.’ o o
But blessed are your cyes, for they see, and your ears, for they
hear ; for I tell you that many Prophets and good men have
longed for the sight of the things which you are seeing, yet
never saw them, and to hear the things which you are hearing,
vet never heard them, v
Listen, then, yourselvesto the parable of the Sower. When

any one hears the Message of the Kingdom without under-

W15 Tsa. 6, g—10,
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standing it, the Evil One comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his mind. This is the man meant by the
seed which was sown along the path, By the seed which was 20
sown on rocky places is meant the man who hears the Message,

and at once accepts it joyfully; but, as he has no root, he 21
stands for only a short time; and, when trouble or persecu-
tion arises on account of the Message, he falls away at once.

By the seed which was sown among the brambles is meant 22
the man who hears the Message, but the cares of life and the
glamour ‘of wealth completely choke the Message, so thatit
gives no return.  But by the seed which was sown on the 23
good ground is meant the man who hears the Message and
understands it, and really yields a return, sometimes one hun-
dred, sometimes sixty, sometimes thirty fold.” ' ’

Parabie Another parable which Jesus told them was 24
of the Tares. this— _ Gloma
“The Kingdom of Heaven is compared to a man who
sowed good seed in his field.  But, while every one was asleep, = 2:
his enemy eame and sowed tarcs among the wheat, and then
went away.  So, when the blades of corn shot up, and came  :
into ear, the tares made their appearance also.  On this the .
owner’s servants came to him, and said ‘ Was not it good seed
that you sowed in your field ? - Where, then, do the tares in it
come from?’ :
“An enemy has done this,” was his answer. , 28
“ Do you wish us, then,’ they asked, ‘to go and gather them ,
together?’ s
“No,’ said he, ‘for fear that, while you are gathering the 29 -
tares, you should root up the wheat as well. Let both grow 30
side by side till harvest; and then I shall say to the reapers,
Gather the tares together first, and tie them in bundles for
burning ; but bring all the wheat into my barn.”” o
Parable Another parable which he told them was this—
of the “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard-
Mustard Seed. geed, which a man took and sowed in his field.
This sced is smaller than all other seeds, but, when it has 32
grown up, it is larger than the herbs and becomes a tree, so
that “the wild birds come and roost in its branches.”” =~
Parabla This was another parable which Jesus related-—
of the ““The Kingdom of Heaven is like some yeast
Leaven. ywhich a woman took and covered up in three
pecks of flour, until the whole had risen.”>
Of all this Jesus spoke to the crowd in parables ; indeed to 34
them he used never to speak at all except in parables, in fulfil- 33

ment of these words in the Prophet— ’
‘T will speak to them in parables ;

I will utter things kept secret since the foundation of _theWOfld.’i
32 Dan, 4. 12, % Ps. 78, 2, e
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Pavablo Then Jesus left the crowd, and went into the
of the Tares LOUSC. Presently his disciples came to
explained. him, and said :
“Jixplain to us the parable of the tares in the field.”
And iw answered : ** The sower of the good seed is the Son of
Man.  The field is the world. ~ By the good seed is meaat the
People of the Kingdom. = The tares are the wicked, and the

enemy who sowed them is the I)e\xl The harvest-time is

the close of the age, and the reapers are angels.  And, just
as the tares are gathered and burnt, so it will be at the ¢ lose of
the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
gather from his kingdom all that hinders and those who live
in sin, and ‘will throw them into the fiery fum(uc, where
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

Then shall the righteous shine, like the sun, in the Kingdom
of their Father., Let him who has ears hear.

Parable The I\mg,dom of Heaven is like a treasure hid-

. 3‘)

of the  den in a field, which a man found and hid again,

Treasure. and then, in his delight, went and sold everything

that he had, and boupht that field.

Parabie \gdm the Kingdom of Heaven is like a mer-
of the Peart. chant in search of choice pearls.  Finding one of
creat value, he went and sold ev crvtlnnq that he Imd, and
hought 1t,

Parable
of the Net. which was cast into the sea, and caught fish of

all kinds.  When it was full, they hauled it up on the be: agh,f '

and sat down and sorted the n‘ood fish into baskets, but threw
the worthless ones away, So will it be at the close of the age.
The angels will go out and sqmmtn the wicked from the
righteous, and “1!! throw them into the fiery furnace,” where
there will be v weeping and grinding of teeth.
Now Have vou understood all this? 7 Jesus asked.

and old “Yes,” they answercd.

Truths.  Then he added : . :

‘¢ So every Teacher of the Law, who has received instruction

about the Kingdom of Heaven, is like a householder who pro-

duces from his stores things both new and old.”

Jesus
teaches at  Withdrew from that place.  Going to hiis own part

Nazareth.  of {he country, he taught the'peoplc in their
Synagogue in such a manner that they were deeply impressed.
“Where did he get this wisdom?” i]my said, ‘“‘and the

miracles? Is not he the carpenter’s son? 1s not his mother

called Mary, and his brothers James, and Joseph, and Simon,

and Judas? And his sisters, too—are not they all living

among us?  Where, then did he get all this?”
4 Enoch 54. 6. 4 Dan, 12, 3. ¥ Enoch g4. 6,

Or again, the Ixmg,,dom of Heaven is like a net

© When Jesus had Anished these parables, he
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These things proved a hindrance to their believing in him; 57
whereupon Jesus said : s . . B
““ A Prophet is not without honour, except in his own country
and in his own house.” | Lo o .
And he did not work many miracles there, because of their
want of faith. ~

The Doath of At that time Prince Herod heard of the fame of
the Baptist. Jesus, and said to his attendants :

“This must be John the Baptist; he must be risen from.
the dead, and that is why these miraculous powers are active
in hin." fas : ‘

For Herod had arrested John, put him in chains, and shut 3
him up in prison, to please Herodias, the wife of Herod’s =
brother Philip.  For John had said to him *You have no right -4
to be living with her.”  Yet, though Herod wanted to put him 5
to death, he was afraid of the people, because they looked on
John as a Prophet. But, when Herod’s birthday came, the 6
daughter of Herodias danced before his guests, and so pleased =
Herod, that he promised with an oath to give her whatever
she asked.  Prompted by her mother, the girl said ‘Give me 3
here, on a dish, the head of John the Baptist.” The king was 9
distressed at this; vet, on account of his oath and of the guestsat
his table, he ordered it to be given her.  He sentand beheaded 10
Johninthe prison; and his head was brought ena dishand given . 11 -
to the girl, and she took it to her mother. Then John's 1.
disciples came, and took the body away, and buried it; and’
went and told Jesus.

When Jesus heard of it, he retired privatelyina 13 =
aesus foede  boat to a lonely spot. The people, however, heard

by the Lake Of his going, and followed him in crowds from the

IR

of Galilee. {owns on foot. On getting out of the 14
boat, Jesus saw a great crowd, and his heart was moved at the
sightofthem ; and hecured all thesickamong them. “In o1g

the evening the disciples came up to him, and said :

“This is a lonely spot, and t}le day is now far advanced ;
send the crowds away, that they may go to the villages, and
buy themselves food.” g

But Jesus said :  “They need not go away, it is for youto 106
srive them something to cat.” o o
" «“We have nothing here,” they said,,* except five loaves and 17
two fishes.” ' ‘ i e

- 18

“Bring them here to me,” was hisreply. .~ ,
Jesus ordered the people to take their seats on the grass s and, 19
taking the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to
Heaven, and said the blessing, and, after he had broken the
loaves, gave them to his disciples ; and they gave them to the
crowds.  Every one had sufficient to eat, and they picked up 20
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enough of the broken picees that were Ici( 1o fill twelve

haskets. The men who ate were about five thousand in

number, without counting women and children.
Jesus Immediately afterwards Jesus made the disci-
walks on the ples get into a boat and cross over in advance of
water.  him, while he dismissed the crowds. After dis-
missing the crowds, he went up the hill by himself to pra
and, when ev cmmg; fell, he was there alone. T ho
boat was by this time some miles from shore, lnbouring in the
waves, for the wind was against her.  Three hours
after midnight, however, Jesus came towards the disciples,
walking on The water. Iut when they saw him walking on
the w ater, they w ere tornhed
“ [t is a ghost,” they exclaimed, and cried out for fear.  But
Jesus at once SPOI\L to them.
“Courage!” he said, ““It is I; do not be afraid !
““ Master,” Pet ter exdalmud ‘“ 1i it is you, tell me to come to
you on the water.” -
And Jesus said : *“ Come,”
So Peter got down from the boat, and walkad on the w*xtcr
and went towards jc%u% but, when he felt the wind, he wa
frightened, and, bf.,a:mnmg" to Smk, cried out :
“ Master ! Sd\(, me!” ‘
Instantly Jesus stretched out his hand, And caught hold of him,
“ O man of little faith ! he said, ¢ \\’h\ did " you falter?”

BL

When they had got into the boat the wind dr opped. But

the men in the boat thre\v thmnsclves on their faces before
him, and said :
“You are mdeed God’s Son,”
Jesus at When they had crossed over, they landed at
Gennesaret. GGennesaret,  But the people of that place, recog-
nizing Jesus, sent out to the who]e country round, and brought
to him all who were ill, begging him merely to let them touch
the tassel of his cloal ; dnd all who touched were made
perfectly well,

The Disoiples Then some Pharisees and Teachers of the Law
blamed . came to Jesus, and said : ‘
for neglecting  ‘‘ How is it that your disciples break the tra-
Ceremonies. (i(jons of our ancestors? I*or they do not wash
their hands when they eat food.” :
His reply was @
““ How is it that you on your side break God’s ¢ ommandments
out ol respect for your own traditions ? - For God said—

‘ Honour thy father and mother,’
and . .
“ Let him who reviles his father or mother sufter death,’

4 Bxod. g0, 12 Exod, 21, 17,

L
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but vou say * Whenever any one says to his father or. mothe :
“Whatever of mine might have becn of service to you is * Given
to God,” " e is in no way bound to honour his father.” Inthis 0
way you have nullified the words of God on account of your

traditions.  Hypocrites ! It was well said by Isaiah when he 7
prophesied about you—
“This is a poople ﬂmt honmu me mth {heir lxps, - a
While their hearts are far removed from me s L
But vatnly do they worship me, a9
For they teach but the precepts of men.’
Then Jesus called the people to him, and said : 10

H leten and mark my words.. It is not what enters a 11
nian’s muuth that * dehiles” him, but what comes out from his
mouth-~that does defile him !” -

On this his disciples came up to hnn, (md scud i

“ Do you know that the Ph: msw swere shod\ed on hes mnq '
what you said ?7” i

« I‘\m plant,” Jesus replied, ‘¢ (hat my heavwlv F 1thu‘ hdq 13
not planted will be rooted up. Let them be; they are but 14
blind guides ; and, if one blind man guides another, both of
them will fall into a ditch.” : '

S o)

S ST

Upon this, Peter said tojek;u&;' ' | ‘ , A5

“lixplain this saying to us.”

*“What, do even you understand no(hmg yot 27 Jesus ex- 16
claimed.  ** Do not you see th 1t whalever goes into the mouth 17
passes into the stomach, and is afterwards ex xpelled ? But the ig';z .

iml;,s that come out from the mouth proceed from the heart,
and it is these that defile a man,  For out of the heart proceed 19
evil thoughts—murder, adultery, unchastity, theft, perjury,

slander.  These are the things that defile a man‘ but eating 20
with unwashed hands does not defile a man.”

Cure of a On going away from that place, Jesus retired to 21

syrian airl the country round Tyre and Sidon. There, 22

near Tyre. ;1 Canaanile woman of that district came out
and began calling to Jesus:

“Take pity on me, Master, Son of David ; my daughter is
grievously possessed b a demon.” U
But Jesus did not answer her a word ; and his disciples came = 23

up and begged him to send her away. '

“She lweps ca]]uw out after us,” they said. .

“1 was not sent,” nephe d Jesus, to any um, except the lost 24
sheep of Israel.”
But the woman came, z‘md, bowing lo t1h, {fmund bdme lnm
said ¢ = , :
““ Master, help me

8-9 [xa, 2g. 13
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“Tt s not fair,” xcplicd Jesus, ‘“to take the children’s food
and throw it to dogs

“Yes, Master,” she said, “forev en dogs do feed on the ‘»lepx '

that fall from their ownu‘s table.”

“Your faith is great,” was his reply to the woman ; ““it shall
be as vou wish!”
And her ddtl“’hi@’i was cured that \er} hour.

Jesus On Io wing thdt place, ]u.us went to the shore
cures many Of the Sea of Galilee; and then went up the hill,
Persons. and sat down. Great crowds of people came
to him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled,
blind, or dumb, and many others. They put them down at
his feet, and he cured them ; and the crowd were astonished,
when they saw the dumb talking, the cripples made sound,
the lame walking about,
restored ; dlld thev pmxsed the God of Israel.

Jesus feads
four thousand. dlld S ud

“ My heart 1s moved at the sxs:ht of all these mop]e, for
they have already been with me three days and they have
nothing to eat;
hungry, for fear that they should break down on the way.’

“ Where can we,” his disciples asked, ““in a lonely place ﬁnd
enough bread for such a crowd as this?”

“ How many loaves have you? ” said Jesus,

““ Seven,” they answered, ““ and a few small fish.”

Telling the crowd to sit down on the gr ound, Ie*sus took the
seven loaves and the fish, and, after saying the thanksgiving,
broke them, and gave them to the disciples ; and the disciples
gave them to the crowds.  Every one had suflicient to eat, and
thev picked up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left. The
men who ate were four thousand in number, without wummq
women and children. Then, after dismissing the
crowds, Jesus got into the boat, and w ent to the neu,hbom—
hood of Mag uhm.

Signs of Here the Pharisees and Sadducees came up,

the Times. and, to test Jesus, requested him to show them
some sign from the heavens. But Jesus answered

[ In the ewmnq you say ‘It will be fine weather, for the
sky is as red as fire.” But in the morning you say Ton ay 11
will be stormy, for the sky is as red as fire and tlneatunng‘
You learn to read the sky ; yet you are unable to read the SIgNS
of the times!] A wicked and unhuihful gener ration
is it‘s]xinif for a szg‘n, but no sign »,lmll bc given it C\ifbpi
the sign of Jonah.” :
So he left them and went away.

Afterwards Jesus cﬂk,d lns dxsmples*‘to h:m .

and 1 am unwilling- to send them away

and the blind \v:th their swght,“j .

0
9
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Now tho dlSClpILS hdd CmsQed to the oppomtt |

a;‘?;:i“tgh o Shore, and had forgotten to take any bread.
Teaching I rcscntlv Jesus said to them : 6

of the “ Take care and be on your guard di{ﬂlﬂ%t the i
Pharisees: |, ven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” |
But the disciples began talking among themselves about theu kT
having brought no hread.  On noticing this, Jesus said: 8
“Why are you talking among .\oulsdves about yvour bemg
short of bread, O men of little faith? Do not you yet see, nor g

remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many.
baskets vou took away? Nor yet the seven loaves tor the four
Lhousdmi, and how many bz sketfuls yvou took away? How .1

is it that you do not see that I was not speaking about bread ?
Be on your guard against the leaven of the Pharisecs dﬂd
Sadducees.”
Then they understood that he had told them to be on then‘j
guard, not against the leaven of bread, but a;,amst the tcach
ing of the Pharisees and Sadducws. ‘ .

otersa k On coming into the nelghbouxhoml ot Cdesared;_ 13
Confossion 1 NilIppi, Jesus asked his disciples this question-— =
of “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
the Christ. ¢ Some say John the Baptist,” they answered, - 14
“ others, however, say that he is I‘h]dh, while others again
say Jeremiah, or one of the Prophets.” .
* But you,” he said, ‘ who do you say that [ am ?” |
And t6 this Simon Pcte: answered ; ¢ You are the Umst .
the Son of the Living God.” o
‘“ Blessed are you, Sunon, Son of Jonal,” ‘Jesus replkd,izi
“TFor no human being has revealed this to you, bul my
Father who is in Heaven. Yes, and 1 say to you, Your
name is ‘Peter’-—a Rock, and on this rock T will build my
Church, and the Powers of the Place of Death shall not pre-
ail overit, [ will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.
Whatever vou forbid on carth will be held in Heaven to be
forbidden, and whatever you allow on earth wﬂl be held in
Heaven to be allowed.” .
Then he charged his disciples not to tcll any one that he 20
was the Christ, .

Josus At that time Jesus Christ began to e\pldm to 21
foretells his his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem, and
peath.  yndergo much suffering at the hands of the Coun-
cillors, and Chief Prmsts, and Teachers of the Law, and be -
put to death, and rise on the third day, -But‘Peter_toqk Jesus 22
aside, and beg'm o wbulxe Inm. g
e Job 38 7. oy Im.k

2 ¢l Hos6.2.
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““Master,” he suid, ‘“please God that s hd” never be vour
fate !
Jesus, however, turning to Petet aid
“Out of my way, Satan! You are a hmdx Ance to me ; for
you look at thmg_,s, not as God does, but as man does.” o
A Call Then Jesus said to his disciples:
to renounce  ‘‘ If any man wishes to walk in my steps, let him
Gelf. renounce self, and take up his cross, and follow
me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, and who-
ever, for my sake, loses his life shall find it.  What g‘ood
will it do a man to gain the whole world, if he forfeits his life ?

or what will a man give that is of equal alue with his hft,? -
IFor the Son of Man is to come in his F ather’s Glor\, with his

angels, and then he “will give to every man what hl's actions
deserve.” 1T tell you, some of those who are standing here will
not know death’ tnll they have seen the Son of Man coming
into his Kingdom.”

The Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, and
Transfigura. the brothers jarms and John, and led them up

tion, a high mountain alone. There his appearance

was transformed before their eyes; his face shone like the
sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. And all

at once Moses and Elijah appe: u‘cd to them, talking with

Jesus.

“Master,” exclaimed Peter, interposing, ‘“it is good to be
here ; if you wish, I will make three tents hele, one for you,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped thun,

and there was a voice from the doud which said—

“This is my Son, the leoved, in whom 1 delxght hlm .

yvou must hear.”
The disciples, on et aring ihl& fdl on thenr faces, greatly

did so:

“ Rise up, and do not be afraid.”
When they raised their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus
himself alone. As they were going down the moun-
tain side, Jesus gave them this war ning-—** Do not speak of
this vision to any one, until thc Son of Man hds risen from
the dead.”

A Question “How is it,” lus disciples asked, “that our
about Elijan. Teachers of the Law say that LhJah has to come
first 7

““Elijah indeed does come,” Jesus replied, “and will restore
ey euthmg" and 1 tell you that Elijah has already come, and
peoplé have not ru,ogm/cd him, but have trutted him just as

27 Ps, 62, 12, 5 Ps, 2,77 Isa, 42, 1. 3 Mali g s .
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they  pleased, In the same w: 1y, 100, ihu Son of \Ian 15 -

destined to undergo suffering at men’s hands.”
Then the disciples understood that it was of John thc I)dptl%t 13
that he had spoken to them. S

Cure of When they came to the crowd, a man came up - 14
an opileptic 0 Jesus, and, kneeling down before him, said:
Boy. “Master, take pity on my son, for he sisi L
epileptic and suffers terribly j indeed, he often falls into the fire
and into the water ; I brought him to }our dlsmples, but they
could not cure him.” ,
The Power O faithless dnd perverse g’eneratlon 122 Jesusf'
of Faith. exclaimed, “how long must 1 be among you?
how long must T have patience with you? Bring the boy
here to me.” : ' : .
Then Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy; I
and he was cured from that very hour. Afterwards the 1«
disciples came up to Jesus, and asked him privately : \\'h\
was it that we could not drive it out?” S
“ Because you have so little faith,” he ‘mswexed “for',' I 20
tell you, if your faith were only lllxc a mustaid-seed you =
could say to this mountain ‘ Move from this place to tlmt oo
and it w ould be mcved; and notlnng vould be mlpossrbk ;
fo you.”

While Jesus and his disciples were tog_,cther in_ 22
o semmon time, Gatlilee, he said to them : -

foretells ““The Son of Man is destined to bc, betmvcd into

his Death. (he hands of his fellow-men, and they will put{"“
him to death, but on the third day he will rise.”
And the disc |ple<: were greatly dnatw ssed, 3

v

A Question  AMter they had re ached (Apcmamn the collec- 24

apout the tors of the Temple-rate came up to Peter, and
Temple-rate. g1 :

“Does not your Master pay the Tunple mtc 77

“Yes,” answemd Peter. ' - 25
But, on going into the house, before he could speak, ]esus o
said : v

“What do you thml\, Slmon ? me whom do earthly

kings take taxes or tribute? - I*rom thexr qons, or n'om
others ?” w
“ From others,” answered Peter. , 20

“Well then,” continued Jesus, ‘“ their sons go free. Still, 27
that we may not shock them, go and throw a line into. th(‘;f ;
Sea ; take the first fish that nses, open its mouth, dﬂd your T

1 Deut 32 5o "3 Hos 6. 2.
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will find in it a piece of money. Take that, and give it to the
collectors for both of us.’

on On the same occasion the disciples came to
Humitity, Jesus, and asked him :
“Who is really the greatest in the I\m‘rdom of Heaan 2

Jesus called a litfle child to Inm, and pldccd it in the middle of

them, and then said ¢
“1 tell you, unless you chang'e and bewme like httle
children, you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven at all.
Ihcrciore, any one who will humble himself like this child—
that man shall be the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.  And
any one who, for the sake of my Name, welcomes even onc
lit(le child like this, is wdwmmg me.  But, if any one puts a
Against  SHire in the way of one of thcse h)\vly ones who
hindering behcve in me, it would be best for him to be sunk
Others.  in the depths of the sea with a great millstone

hung round his neck. Alas for the \\’Olld because of

such snares ! There cannot but be snares ; yet alas for the
man who is answerable for the snare ! :

If vour hand or your foot is a snare to you, cut it off, and
throw it aws ty. It would be better for you to enter thc Life
maimed or lame, than to have both hands, or both feet, and

be thrown into the aconian fire. If your eye is a snare to you,

tike it out, and throw it away. It would be better for you to
enter the Life with only one eye, than to lm\’e both eyes and
be thrown into the fiery Pit,

Beware of despising one of these low]v ones, for in Hem en,

I' tell you, their angels always sce. the face of my Father
who is in Heaven. What think you? If a man owns a
parapte  hundred sheep, and one of them strays, will he
of the  not leave the ninety-nine on the hills, and go and
lost 8heep. search for the one that is ~-,t1dvm<r ? And, if he
succeeds in finding it, I tell you that he rejoices more over that
one shccp than over thu ninety-nine w hx(‘h did not stray. . So,
too, it is the will of my F ather who is in Heaven that not one
of these lowly ones should be lost.
on doating 11 your Brother does wrong, go Lo him and
with convince him of his fault when you and he are
Wrong-doers. qlone. 1f he listens to you, you have won your
3rother.  But, if he does not listen to you, take with you one
or two others, so that ‘on the evidence of two or three
witnesses, every word may be put beyond dispute.’ If he
refuses to listen to them, speak to the Church ; and, if e also
refuses to listen to the Church, treat him as' you would a
Gientile or a tax-gatherer.
[ tell you, all that you forbid on earth w 11 be held in
Heaven to be forbidden, and all that you allow on earth will

18 Deut, 19, 13
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be held in Heaven to be allowed. Agrain, I tell vou. 19
Encourage. Lhaly if but two of you on earth agree as to w hat
ment to ﬂlcy shall pray for, whatever it be, it will be
united P"aym'-gmmed them by my Father who is in IIczwon., S
For where two or three have come tos,cther in my N Vame, 1 2o
am present with them.” , - : fE

Then Peter came up, and said Lo Jesus: a1
Porable “ Master, how often am | to forgive my Brother
of the , : give my Br
unforgiving when he wrongs me?  As many as seven
Servant. times ?” -
But Jesus answered : )
“Not seven times, but ‘seventy times seven.” . And there- 2
fore the Kingdom of Heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his ser ants. When he had begun
to do so, one of them was brought to lnm who owed hxm Ssix
million puund‘ ; and, as he could not pay, his master ordered
him to he sold tow m.ls the payment of the debt, togetherwith his
wife, and his children, and everything that he had. Thereupon
the servant threw himself down on the ground before himand
said “ Have patience with me, and 1 will pay you all.” The =27
master was moved with compassion ; and he 16t him go, and
forgave him the debt. But, on going out, that same servant
came upon one of his fellow-servants \\ho owed him ten
poundm Seizing him by the throat, he said ‘ Pay what youowe
me.’ Thercupon his fellow-servant threw himself on the 29
01ound, and begged for mercy. ‘ Have patience with me," he
\dld “and 1 wxll pay you.’ but the other would not, but went 30
and put him in prison till he should pay his debt. When his 31
fellow-servants saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and went to their master and laid the whole :
matter before lum. Upon that the master sent for the servant, 32 -
and said to him ¢ You wicked servant! When you begged =
me for mercy, 1 ford e you the whole of that débt. Ought 33
not you, also, Lo lm\' shown mercy to your fdlow«-sen\ant just
as I showed niercy o you?’ Then his master, in anger, 34
Imndud him over to the ¢ oaolers, until he should pay the whole
of his debt. So,a]so will my hea\ull} Fatherdo toyou, 35
unless each one of you forgives his Brother from hxs heant

IV.—TrE JOURNEY TO JERUSAI«.EM.

ot

A Question . ‘Mt the conclusion of tlns teachm r, Jesus with-
about  drew from (mhh,e, and went into tlmt district of -

_ bivoree.  Judaca which is on the other side of the Joxdfm, '
Great crowds followed hlm, and he cured them therc. o

19
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Preseatly some Pharisees came up to him, and, to test him,
said : “Has a man the right to divorce his wife for every
cause ? 7 . ! B

““ Have not you read,” replied Jesus, ** that at the beginning
the Creator * made them male and female,” and said—

¢ For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother,
and be united to his wife, and the man and his wife shall
become one’? ‘ '

So that they are no longer two, but one. - What God himself,

then, has voked together man must not separate.”

“Why, then,” they said, ““did Moses direct that a man should
“serve his wife with a notice of separation and divorce her’?”

““Moses, owing to the hardness of your hearts,” answered
Jesus, ‘‘ permitted you to divorce your wives, but that was
not so at the beginning. But I tell you that any one who
divorces his wife, except on the ground of her unchastity, and
marries another woman, is guilty of adultery.”

“If that,” said the disciples, ‘“is the position of & man with
regard to his wife, it is better not to marry.”

““It is not every one,” replied Jesus, ““who can accept this
teaching, but only those who have been enabled to do so.
Some men, it is true, have from birth been disabled for
marriage, while others have been disabled by their fellow men,
and others again have disabled themselves for the sake of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Let him accept it who can.” b}

Jesus bleaseé . . A .
little for him to place his hands on them, and pray;

‘Then some little children were brought to Jesus,

3

&y B

® g ©

10

|91

i
(O

Children. byt the disciples found fault with those who had -

brought them. Jesus, however, said : .

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for it is to the childlike that the Kingdom of Heaven
belongs.” , S T S L ~
So he placed his hands on them, and then went on his way.

The Ro- And a man came up to Jesus, and said :
sponsibilities ** Teacher, what good thing must I do to obtain
of Wealth. [mmortal Life?”

“Why ask me about goodness?” answered Jesus.  *“There
is but One who is good. If you want to enter the Life, keep
the commandments.”

“What commandments ? 7 asked the man.

“These,” answercd Jesus :— .

“ “Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Thou shalt not steal.  Thou shalt not say what is false about
others.  IMonour thy father and thy mother.

And

“I'hou shalt love thy neighbour as thou dost thyself.”

4 Gen. 1, 27. % Gen, 2. 24, 7 Deut. 24, 1. 1819 Kxod. 2o, 12174 Lev. 19, 18,
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“ | have observed all these,” said the young man. ¢ What 2

is still wanting inme?” i

“If vou wish to be porfcct " answered Jesus, ““go and sell

vour property, and give to the poor,: md you shall have we: thh
in Heaven 3 then come and follow me.’ '

On hoarmg’ these words, the young man went aws ay d1stresscd,

for he had great possessions.
At this, Jesus said to his disciples :

“1 tell you that a rich man will find it hard to enter (he
Kingdom of Heaven! 1 say again, it is easier for a camel to .
get through a needle's eye ¢ than for a rich man to enter the

Kingdom of Heaven !

On hearing this, the disciples exclaimed in great astonishment :
“Who then can possibly he saved ?”

But Jesus looked at ‘them; and said :

“ With men this is unposslb]c but mth (JOd everything is

possible.”
Then Peter turned and said to _]osus ¢

“But we-we left everything, and fol]oued you; what, 2

then, shall we hd\ e?”

“1 tell you,’ Tanswered Jesus, ““thal at the New Creation, = 2

“when the Son of Man takes his seat on his throne of glory,’

you who followed me shall be seated upon tw elve thrones, as =
judges of the twelve tribes of Isracl.  Every one who has left 2
houses, or brothers, or sisters, or f(tthm, or moth 1er, or children,
or Lmd} on account. of my Name, will wcene many times as

much, and will ‘gain Immortal Life.’ = But many who 30

are first now will then be last, and those who are last will be
first. For the Kingdom of Heaven is hkc an em-
plover who went out in the early morning to hire
Parable  Jabourers for his vineyard. He agreed with the
Labourers  labourers to pay them two shillings a day, and
in the sent  them mto his vineyvard.  On going out
Vineyard,
standing in the market-place, domq nothing. ¢ You also may
go into my vineyard,’ he scud ‘and I will pay you what is
fair.”  So the men went. (muu, out again about mid-day and
about three o’clock, he did as before.  When he went out about
tive, he found some other men standing there, and said to
them * W hy have you been standing here all da} long, doing
nothing ?”’
‘ Because no one has hired us,” they answered.
*You also may go into my \*mev(u‘d he said.
In the evening the owner of the vineyard said to his steward

‘ Call the labourers, and pay them their wages, beginning with

the last, and ending with the first.” Now when thosu who
had heen hired about five o’clock went up, th(,v received two

shillings each. . So, when the first went up, thevtlmuglu-f

23 Enoch 62, 335 108, 12¢ 29 Enoch 40, 9.

again, about nine. o ‘clock, he saw some others

~¥
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that they would receive more, but they also received two
shillings each; on which tho\ began 10 grumble at their
cmployer.

“These last,” they said, ‘ have dom only one hour's “’01’1{,
and vet you have put them on the same footing with us, who
have borne the brunt of the day’s work, and the heut

‘* My friend,’ was his reply to one of them, ‘1 am not. treat-
g you unfdn ly. Didnot you agree with me for two shsllmgs :
Take what belongs to vou, and go. [ choose to give to this
last man the same as to vou.  Have not I the right to do as |
choose with vvhdt is mine?  Are you envious because I am
fiberal 27 So those who are ld‘ot will be first, and the
first last.”

5 When ]esus was on thc pomt of going up to
esus
a third tieme, Jerusalem, he gathered the twelve disciples round
foretetts  him by themsely es, and said to thent as they were
his Death. oy (heir w ay
“Listen ! We are going up to Jerusalem ; and there > the Son

ol Man will be betrayed to the Chief Priests and Te uhels of -
the Law, and they will condemn him to death, and give him
up to the Gentiles for them to mod\, dnd to scourge, dnd to

crucify ; and on the third ddv 1 e wi H I‘ISL. :

Then the mother’ of Zebediah’s sons came to

The Request . : . . »
e Reauest him with her sons, bowing to the ground, and

of James Dbegging a favour.
and John. “What i is it that vou want? ” he asked,
“Twant you to say,’ she replwd “that in your Kingdom

these two sons of mmc may s:(, one on your right, and the

other on your left.”

“ You do not know what you are aslxmg W 1s]osu- answer.,
“Can you drink the cup that I am to drink ? ~

“Yes,” they exclaimed, ‘¢ we can.”

“You shall indeed dxmk my utp,” he said, *“ but as to
aseat at my right and at my lefl —that is not mine to give, but
it is for those for whom it has heen prepared by my Father.”
On hearing of this, the ten others were very indignant about
the 1L\\ o brothers. Jesus, however, called the ten to him, and
said :

The Dignity  « Lhe rulers of the Genules lord it over them

of Service. as you know, and their great men oppress them.
Among you it is not so.  No, whowm wants to become great
among you must be your ser ant, and whoever wants to take
the first place among you, must be your slave; just as the

% Hos, 6, 2.
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Son of Man (,(ung, not to bc su vcd but to 5u \’c, dlld to gn’ e
his life as a ransom for m.mv e o

cure of As they were Qomq out of ]umho a g‘lcat;f‘ 29
two blind  crowd followed him. Two blind men who were
Men. sitting by the road-side, hearing that Jesus was.

passing, called out: e

“ Take pity on us, Master, Son of David !
The crowd told them to be quiet ; but the men only callcd ou
the louder : ~ ~

‘“’Take pity on us, Master, Son of Dawd R
Then Jesus stopped and called them. ‘:i; 32

“ What do you want me to do for you?” he smd e

“Master,” they replied, “ we w ant our eyves to be opened. » 33
So Jesus, moved with compassion, touched their eves, and 34
immediately they recovered their sight, and followed hxm.

'”

V. —-Tuk L;\S'r Days.

Jesus enters  Wvhen thc\ l‘ldd Ahﬂost reached Jerusalem
Jerusatem. having come as far as Bethphmrc, on the \Ioun’
of Olives, Jesus sent on two d;scnpk,q. -

“Go to the village facing you,” he qmd “’md you w 111:;
immediately find an ass tctht,red, with a foal by her side;
untie her, and lead her here for me. And, if any one says
‘mvthmg to vou, you are lo say tlns—w The Master wz ints
them '3 and lie will send them at once.” :
This happened in fulfilment of these words in the Pr ophct-—-

- *Say to the ddu-ghtcr of Zion—
““ Behold, thy ng 18 commg to thee,
Gentle, and riding on an ass,

And on the foal ot beast of burden.”’

So the disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.
They led the ass and the foal back, and, when they had put
lhur cloaks on them, he seated hlmself upon them. The
immense crowd of people spread their cloaks in the road,
while some cut branches off the trees, and spread them on thc
road. The crowds that led the way, as wdl as those that ¢
followed behind, kept shouting:

““ God save the Son of David! .
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the I.ord P
God save him from on high !

6
7
3

\When he had entered Jer usalem, the whole ut} was stir red , - 10
and asked-—“Who is this ?”, to which the crowd rsphed»—-—i_,.} 1
¢ This is the Pmphet Jesus from \azareth in (xdhl@é. L

5 Ibd, 6..‘ 113 ch,h 9, 9. 9 Pm 118 2;;-- 261 Ps. 148 1,
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Joaus Jesus went into the 'lcmplc Courts, and drove
inthe  out all those who were buying and selling there.

Temple.  He overturned the tables of the monby-ch(mgc,rs,

and the seats of the pmwn—dealus, Lmd s.nd to them:
““ Scripture says—

* My House shall be called a Houqe of Pra.yer

~ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’
While he was still in the Temple Courts, some blind and some
lame people came up to him, and he cured them. But,
when the Chief Priests and the Teachers of the Law saw the
wonderful things that Jesus did, and the boys who were calling
out in the Temple Courts * (md save the Son of D(md 17, they
were indignant, and said to him:

““ Do you hear what these boys are sdnng Py

“Yes,” answered Jesus; ¢ but did you never read the words—

¢ Qut of the mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast called
forth perfect praise’?”

Then he left them, and went out of the city to Bethany, and
spent the night there.

The

Fig Tree. by the road-side, he went up to it, but mund
nothing on it but leaves. So he said to it :

“ Never again shall fruit be gathered off you.”

And suddenly the fig tree withered up. W hen the dxbupleb
saw this, they exclaimed in astonishment :

“ How suddenly the fig tree withered up!”

“I tell you,” replied Jesus, ‘“if you have faith, without
ever a doubt, you will do not only what has been done to the
fig: tree, but, even if you should say to this hill ¢ Be lifted up
and hur]ed into the sea!’, it would be done. And what-
cver you ask for in your prayers will, if you have faith, be
granfed you.” ' :

Jesus After Jesus had come into the Temple Courts,
and the  the Chief Priests and the Councillors of the Nation
Chief Priests. cae up to him as he was teadnng, and said :
- What authority have you to do th(,sc tlnngs 2 W ho_ gan
vou this authority ?”
‘“1, too,” said Jesus in reply, * vxl] ask you one question ; 1t

you wdl give me an answer to it, then I, .1150, will tell you

what authority I have to act as 1 do. It is about John’s
baptism.,  What was.its origin ? divine or llum‘m 2V
But they began arguing among themselves

$1f we say “divine,’ he will say tous ¢ \th then did not}ou

1B Isa. 36073 Jerogo o, W Ps08, 2,

The next morning, in rcLummq to the blt\,JLbUS 1
fruitless  became hungry 5 and, noticing a solitary fig trec
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believe him?’ But if we say ‘humdn, we are dfl‘d_ld of ihe
people, for every one regards John as a Prophet.” '

So the answer they gave Jesus was—*“ We do not know.”
“Then I,” he said, ** refuse to tdl vou what dulhout} I have
to do these thmp's. What do vou think of this? There

parable | WAas 4 man who had two sons. He went to the
of the  elder and said ‘Go and \\'01‘1{,_111,tllc vineyard

two Sons, tO-dd\, my son.’

“Yes, sir,” he answered ; hut he did not go. Then the father

went (o the second son, dnd said the same. ‘I will not,”> he

answered 5 but afterwards he was sorry and went, Which

ol the two sons did as his father wished ? 7
“The wvond " they said.

“1 tell vou,” added Jesus, *‘that tax-gatherers and pr ostx~ |
tutc are going into the Kingdom of God before you. For

2

when John came to you, walking in the pdth of nghteouqucss,*l

you did not believe hlm, but tax-gatherers and prostitu
did ; and vet you, though vou SUW tlns, even then were
SOITY, Nor “did you believe him. :
Parable Listen to another par able. ~ Aman, who
of the wicked Was an employer, once planted a viney a.rd,,ﬁp_ut—
Tenants.  {enee round it, dug a winepress in 1t built ¢

tower, and then let it out to tenants and went abroad. W hen
the time for the vintage drew near, he sent his servants to the

tenants, to receive his share of the produce. But the tenants

seized his ser ‘ants, beat one, killed another, and stoned a
third. A second time the owner sent some servants, a larger
numbcr than before, and the tenants treated them in the same

ay. Asa ldst resource he sent his son to them. ¢ They will
1upc<t my son,” he said. But the tenants, on seeing his son,
said to each othe ‘Here is the heir! Come, let us kill

him, and get his inheritance.”  So they seized him, and threw

him outside the vinevard, and killed him. Now, when the
owner of the \mc}m'd comes, - what \\'111 he do to those

tenants 2?7

““ Miserable wretches!” thc\ exclaimed, ‘“he will put them

to a miserable death, and he will let out thc vinevard to other
tenants, who will pay him his share of the produu., dt thc
proper times.”

Then Jesus added : ““ Have vou never read in the Sc rnpturu.

“The very stone which the builders despised—
Has now ilself become the corner-stone ;
This corner-stone has come from the Lord,
And is marvellous in our c,yes.

And that, T tell you, is why the Ixmgdom of God will be:

taken from you, and given to a nation that does pmdut

¥ Isa. 5 12, 92Ps, 118, 22,
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the fruit of the Kingdom. Yes, and he who falls on
this stone will be dashed to picces, while any one on whom it
fulls—it will scatter him as dust.”

After listening to these parables, the Chief Priests and the
Pharisees saw that it was about them that he was speaking;
vet, although eager to arrest him, they were afraid of the
meds who regarded him as a Prophet. '

Once more ¢ Jesus spoke to them in pdmblcs

“ The Kingdom of Heaven,” he said, “may be

Porapte  compared to a lunq who gave a banqud in

Marriage lonour of his son’s wedding. He sent his

Feast.  gervants to call those who had been invited to the
banquet, but thcy were unwilling to come. A\ second time he
sent some servants, with orders to say to those who had been
invited ‘I have prepared my breakfast, my cattle and tdt
beasts are killed and every thmg is ready ; come to the banquet.’
They, however, took no notice, but went ()ﬂ one to his farm,
another to his business ; while the rest sm/mg his servants,
ill-treated them and killed them. hc, king, in anger, sent
his troops, put those murderers to death, and set their Cm on
fire. Then he said to his servants ‘ The banquet is pre-
pared, but those who were invited were not worthy, So
go to the cross-roads, and invite every one you find to the
banquet.” The servants went out into the roads and collected
all the people whom they found, whether bad or good ; and
the bridal-hall was filled with guests.  But, when ihe kmg went
in to see his guests, he noticed there a man who had not put
on a wedding-robe. So he said to him My friend, how is it
that you came in here without a wedding-robe?* T he man was
speechless.  Then the king said to the attendants *Tie him
hand and foot, and ‘put him out into the darkness’ outside,
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’ I*m
many are called, but few chosen.”

A Question
about togethu as to how they might lay a snare for

Tribute.  Jesus in the course of conversation. They sent
their disciples, with the Herodians, to say to him:

“Te: whcr we know that you are an lonest man, and that
vou teach the Way of God hopestly, and are not afraid of any
one; for you pay no regard {0 a man’s position. Tell us,
thou what you think. Are we right in paying tases to tlm

imperor, or not?”

Per ceiving their 111<111CL,, Jesus answered :

“Why are you testing me , you hypocrites ?~ Show me the
coin with which the tax is pdld
And, when they had brought him a florin, he asked :

“Whose head and title are these ?”

B noch 10, 4

Then the Pharisees went away and conferred 15
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“The mecmn,” thw answued on wlmh hc smd tor”*zi .

themi: - 7ol da s e -
“’Then pay to the E mpuor what bLlongs to the I‘mperor,:'

and to God what belongs to God.” .

They wondered at his answer, and left lum a}onc and “ ent .

AWy, ’ s

A Question . 111t same day some Sadducees cumc up to 23
about the CSUS, ummtmmng that there 15 no. resurrutmn.

Resurrection. Their question was this 1 — . :
“Teacher, Moses said--

¢ Should & man die without children, the man's brothcr shdli
become the husband of the xndow,-tmd raise a huml} for h,.b
brother.’ _ e

Now we had living ¢ 'unong us seven brothers ; of whom thu
eldest married and died, and, as he had no family, left his wif
for his brother. The same thing happumd to thc, secondand 260
the third brothers, and indeed to all the seven. The woman 27
herself died (last of all. At the resurrection, then, \\'thL 2k
wife will she be out of the seven, all of them having had her?”
“Your mistake,” rcphed Jesus, ‘‘is due to your ignorance ¢ ol
the Scriptures, and of the power of God. For at the e resur-.
rection there is no marrying or being married, but all who rise
are as angels in Heaven. As to the resurrection ot the de ad, 31
have vou not read these words of God— r

‘T am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and th(, e
God of Jacob’? ,

He is not the God of dead men, but of living.” ~
The crowds, who had been llbt(,lllll"‘ to lnm, wcm v‘xeatl
struck with his teaching. , G

The Groat When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had 3‘4
Gommand. Silenced the Sadducees, they collected together,
ment.  Then one of them, a Student of the Law, to test 33
him, asked this question—
‘““Teacher, what is the great commandment in the Law 2”7
His answer was : 37

“¢Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hw.rt, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.’

\" (‘)

This is the great first commandment. The seCOnid, which 38, 39
is like it, is this—

¢ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thou dost thyself.’

On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 4o
Prophets.” G |

¥ Peut. 23 5. 92 Exod. 3. 6, % Deut. 6, 5, ¥ Lev, 19,18,
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Chriat Before the Pharisees separated, Jesus put this
the Son of question to them— = »
David. “What do vou think about the Christ? Whose
son is he?”
“ David's,” they said.
““ How is it, then,” Jesus replied, * that David, speaking
under inspiration, calls him ‘lord,” in the passage—

¢ The Lord said to my lord : “ Sit at my right hand,
Until Tput thy enemies beneath thy feet”’?

Since, then, David calls him ‘lord,’ how is he David’s son?”
No one could say a word in answer; nor did any one after

”

that day venture to question him further.

saud ;

Warningsa . : g -
against the Now occupy the chair of Moscs.  Therefore

Teachers of practise and lay to heart everything that they tell
you, but do not follow their example, for they
preach but do not practise.  While they make up heavy loads

the Law.

and pile them on other men’s shoulders, they decline, them-
selves, to lift a finger to move them.  All their actions are
done to attract attention. They widen their phylacteries,
and increase the size of their tassels, and like to have the place
of honour at dinner, and the best seats in the Synagogues, and
to be greeted in the markets with respect, and to be called
“ Rabbi’ by everybody.  But do not you allow yourselves to be
called ¢ Rabbi,’ for you have only one Teacher, and you your-

selves are all Brothers. And do not call any oune on the earth

your ‘ Father,” for you have only one Father, the heavenly

Father. Normust you allow yourselves to be called * Leaders,’

for you have only one Leader, the Christ. The man who would

be the greatest among you must be your servant. Who-
ever shall exalt himself will be humbled, and whoever shall
huimble himself will be exalted. :
Jesus But alas for you, Teachers of the Law and
denounces ’harisees, hypocrites that you are! You turn
the Pharisees. the key of the¢ Kingdom of Heaven in men'’s faces.
FFor you do not go in yourselves, nor yet allow those who try
to go in to do so. Alas for you, Teachers of the Law
and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! You scour land
and sea to make 2 single convert, and, when he is gained,
vou make him twice as deserving of the Pit as you are
vourselves, Alas for you, you blind guides! You
say “1f any one swears by the Temple, his oath counts for
nothing ; but, if any one swears by the gold of the Temple, his

H Py, oo

“The Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees
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oath is binding on him’! Fools that you are and blind!
Which is the more important? the gold? or the Temple
which has given sacredness to the gold? You say, too,

“‘If any one swears by the altar, his oath counts for nothing, -

but, if any one swears by the offering placed on it, his oath
is binding on him’! Blind indeed ! Which is the more
important 2 the offering? or the altar which gives sacred-

<

ness Lo the offering ? Therefore a man, swearing by the

altar, swears by it and by all that is on it, and a man,

swearing by the Temple, swears by it and by him who
dwells in i, while a man, swearing by Heaven, swears by
the throne of God, and by him who sits upon it. Alas
for vou, Teachers of the Law and Pharisees, hypocrites that

SRS

you are ! You pay tithes on mint, feanel, and carraway-seed,

and have neglected the weightier matters of the Lawe-justice,
mercy, and good faith,  These last you ought to have put .
into practice, without neglecting the first.  You blind guides, 24

to strain out a gnat and to swallowacamel! = Alas for 23

vou, Teachers of the Law and Pharisees, hypocrites that you
arc ! You clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but

inside they are filled with the results of greed and self-

induleence.  You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of = 21
S 2

the cup and the dish, so that the outside may become clean

as well, Alas for you, Teachers of the Law and 23

Pharisces, hypocrites that you are ! You arelike white-washed
tombs, which indeed look fair outside, while inside they

are filled with dead men’s bones and all kinds of hlth. It 2

is the same with you. Outwardly, and to others, you have
the look of religious men, but inwardly you are full of hypo-

crisy and sin. ~ Alas for you, Teachers of the Law and
Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! You build the tombs
of the Prophets, and decorate the monuments of religious
men, and say ‘Had we been living in the days of our ances-
tors, we should have taken no part in their murder of the
Prophets I’ By doing this you are furnishing evidence against
vourselves that you are true children of the men who murdered
the Prophets. Fill up the measure of your ancestors’ guilt.

You serpents and brood of vipers ! How can you escape being

sentenced to the Pit?  That is why I send you Prophets, wise
men, and Teachers of the Law, some of whom you will crucity
and kill, and some of whom you will scourge in your Syna-
sogues, and persecute from town to town ; in order that upon
vour heads may fall every drop of innocent ‘blood spilt on earth,’

from the blood of innocent Abel down to that of Zechariah,

Jarachialr’s son, whom you murdered between the Temple

Josus laments A11d the altar.  All this, 1 tell you, will come home

the fate  to the present generation, T

of Jerusatem.  Jerusalem ! Jerusalem! she who slays the
# Enoch 9. 1. R 6.
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l’mphctx and stones the messengers sent to her——O0Oh, how
often have 1 wished to gather your children round me, as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you w ould not
come! Verily, your House is left to you desolate ! For
nevermore, 1 tell you, shall }ou see me, mml you say-—

¢ Blossed is He w ho comes in the ’\f{tme of HIL Lmd o

Jesus Leaving the Temple Courts, Jesus was walking
foretells the away, when his disciples came up to draw his
Destruction R
of the Temple dtt‘?nuon to the Temple buildings. y
and the End Do you see all these things?” was his
of the Age. apgwer.  ‘‘1 tell you, not a single stone w ill

be left here upon another, w hich will not be thrown down.”

So, while Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his dis--

uplas canie up to him privately and said : ¢ Tell us when
this will be, and what \\1]1 be the sign of \om' (/ummz:, and
of the close of the age.’
Jesus replied to them as follows ‘
“Sce that no one leads you dstm) for many will take
my name, and come saying ‘1 am the Chnst »and will lead
many astray.  And you will hear of wars and rumours of
wars ; take care not to be alarmed, for such things must

occur ; but the end is not yet here. For ‘nation will rise
(Lgmnst nation and kingdom against kmgdom *and there will

be famines and earthqualkes in various places.  All this, how-
ever, will be but the beginning of the bxrth-pdnqs' When

that time comes, they will give you up to persecution, and .

will put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations
on account of my Name. And then many will fall away,
and will betray one another, and hate one another. Mam
false Pr uphets, also, will appear and lead many astray ; and,

owing (o the increase of wickedness, the love of most w 1117

grow cold.  Yet the man that endures to the end shall be
saved. And this Good News of the I\mgdom shall be pro-
claimed throughout the world as a witness to all nations;
and then will come the end. ~ As soon, then, as you sec
“the Foul Desecration’, mentioned by the Pxophu Daniel,
standing in the Holy Pl ace,” (the reader must consider w hat
this mec ms) ‘““then those of you who are in Judaea must
take refuge in the mountains; and a man on the house-top
must not go down to get the thms;’s that are in his house;
nor must one who is on his farm turn back to get his (]U.ﬂ\.
And alas for the women that are with child, and for those that

are nursing infants in those days! Pray, too, that your fhght

38 Jer. za. 3. 9 Ps, 318, 26, Y Dan, 2. 28, 7 Isa‘ . 2. 10 Isa, 8 13
1B Pan, 12, 113 8, 11,
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may not take place in winter, nor on a Sabbath ; for that will

he “a time of great distress, the like of which has not occurred

from the beginning of the world down to the present time’—
no, nor ever will again, And, had not those days been limited,  :

not a single soul would escape; but for the sake of ‘God’s
People’ a limit will be put to them. ‘And, at that time, if

any one should say to you ‘ Look! here is the Christ!’ or ‘Here

heis !, do not believe it 3 for false Christs and false Prophets will
arise, and will display great signs and marvels, so that, were
it possible, even God’s People would be led astray. Remember,
I have told you beforehand. Therefore, if people say to you
‘He is in the Wilderness !’, do not go out there ; or ‘Heis in an
inner room !’, do not believe it ; for, just as lightning will start
from the cast and flash across to the west, so will it be with
the Coming of the Son of Man. Wherever a dead body lies,
“there will the vultures flock.’ Immediately after the

distress of those days, ‘the sun will be darkened, the moon

will not give her light, the stars will fall from the heavens,’
and * the forces of the heavens will be convulsed.” Then will
appear the sign of the Son of Man in the heavens ; and all the
peoples of the earth will mourn, when they sce the ‘Son of
Man coming on the clouds of the heavens,” with power and

great glory ; and he will send his angels, with a great trumpet,

and they will gather his People round him from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other. '
The Need ' : > - i
for soon as its branches are full of sap, and it 15
watchfuiness. bursting into leaf, vou know that summer is
near.  And so may you, as soon as you see all these things,

know that he is at your doors. I tell you, even the pre-
sent generation will not pass away, till all these things

have taken place. The heavens and the earth will pass
away, but my words shall never pass away. But about
that Day and Hour, no one knows—not even the angels of
Heaven, nor yet the, Son-—but only the F ather himself. For,
just as in the days of Noah, so will it be at the Coming of the
Son of Man. In those days before the flood they went on

eating and drinking, marrying and being married, up to the
very day on which Noah entered the ark, taking no notice till

the flood came and swept them one and all away ; and so will
it be at the Coming of the Son of Man. At that time, of
two men on a farm one will be taken and one left; of two’

women grinding with the hand-mill one will be taken and one ,
left. Therefore watch; for you cannot be sure on what day .
vour Master is coming. But this you do know, that, had the
owner of the house known at what time of night the thief

2 Dan. 12.1. 2 Enoch 1, 1. % Deut, 13. 1. % Isa 34,15 % Dan. 12,15

Learn the lesson taught by the fig tree. As.

Isa. 13. 105 34. 4o W=31 Zech, 12, 12; Dan, 7. 133 Isa. 27, 135 Zech. 2.6

Deut. go. 4; 28,64, 383 Gen. 7.7,
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was coming, he would have been on the watch, and would not
have allowed hns house to be broken into. Therefore, do you
also prepare, since it is just when you are least L\putmg
him that the Son of Man will come. - Who, then, is
that trustworthy, careful servant, who has been pldud
gié:i"iiﬁﬂfzd their food at the proper time ? Hdppv will that

Servants. gervant be whom his master, when he comes

horae, shall find doing this. I tell you that his master will put
him in charge of the whole of his pnopoxt\i But, should he.

be a bad servant, and say to himself * My master is a long
time in coming,’ and bogm {o beat his fellow-serve uits, and
cat and drink with drunkards, that servant’s master will come
on a day when he does not expect him, and at an hour of
which he is unaware, and will Hog him severely, and assign
him his place among the hspouttes, w here, ther will be
weeping and grinding of teeth.
Parabie Then the I\mgdom of Heaven \\'111 be like ten
of the ten  bridesmaids who took their lamips and went out
Bridesmaids (o meet the bridegroom. Five of them were
foolish, and five were prudent. The foolish ones tool their
lamps, but took no oil with them; while the prudent ones,
besides taking their Idmps, took oil in their jars. As the

s
U e

by his master over hls household, to give them

e

]

oi‘.t.zw

bridegroom was late in coming, they all hemme drowsy, and

slept. But at midnight a shout was raised—¢The Bride-
groom 1s coming ! Come out 1o meet him!’ Then all the
Bridesmaids awolke and trimmed their Lu‘nps And the foolish

ones said to the prudent “Give us some of your oil ; our lamps.

are going out.” But the prudent ones answered ‘No, for
fear that there will not be enough for you and for us. Go
instead to those who sell it, and buy for yourselves.” But
while they were on their way to buy it, the brldu;;room came ;
and the bridesmaids who were ready went in with him to the
banquet, and the door was shut. \ftcrw wrds the other brides-
maids came.  5ir, Sir,’ they said, ‘open thc door to us!’
But the bridegroom answered I u!l you, T do not know
yvou.’ Therefore watch, since you know neither the
Day nor the Hour.

Parablo For it is as though a man, going on his travels,

of the  called his serv: mts and gave his property into

Talents.  their charge.  He gave three thousand pounds
1o one, twelve hundred to axmtlwr and six hundred to a third,

in proportion to the ability of each. Then he set out on

his travels. The man who had received the three thousand
pounds went at once and traded with it, and made another
three thousand.  So, too, the man who had received the
twelve hundred pounds made another twelve hundred.  But
the man who had received the six hundmd went and dug a
hole in the ground, and hid his master’s money. After a long

-
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timme the master of thosn servants returned, and scttlod dccounts,,i’ '

with them. The man who had received the three thousand @ 2¢

puunds came up and brought three thousand more.  ‘Sir, he

said, ‘you entrusted me with three thousand pounds' Iool
[ have made another three thousand !’ '
“Well done, good, trustworthy servant !” said his mdster.,’; 21
“You have been trustworthy witha small sum ; now [ will place
alarge one in vour hands ; come and share your master’s joy !

Then the one who lmd received the twelve hundred pounds 22

came up and said ‘Sir, you entrusted me with twelve hun-
dred pounds ; look, I have made another twelve hundred !’

“Well done, good, trustworthy servant !’ said his nms‘tor; 27
! 25

“You have been tr u;two:thv with a small sum ; now 1 will
place a Lll‘z.,c one in your hands; come dnd share vour
master’s joy ! :

The man who had received the six hundred pounds came up, 24

too, and said ¢ Sir, I knew that yvou were a hard man; you reap

wh(,n, you have not sown, and ¢ gather up where you have not
winnowed ; and, in my fear, 1 went and hid your moncy in 25
the wmund lc)ok, here is what belongs to you !’ o

“You Luv worthless servant!’ was his Master’s reply. 26

“You knew thdt I reap where I have not sown, and gather
up where 1 have not winnowed ? Then you ought to have
placed my money in the hands of ‘bankers, and 1, on my

return, should have rec eived my money, with mterest There- 2

fore,” he continued, ¢ take away from hlm the six hundred

pound ;, and give it to the one who has the six thousand. For, 29

to him who hds, more will be given, and he shall have abund-
ance ; but, as for him who Ims nothing, even what he has

will be taken aw ay from him. As for the useless servant, ‘put 30

him out into the darkness’ outside, whe: e there will be weeping
and grinding of teeth.” =

The Great When the Son of \Lm has come in his glory 31

dudgement. and all the an;,ds with him, then he ‘ will take
his seat on his throne of glory”; and all the nations will be 32
gathered before him, and he will separate the people—just as
a shepherd separates sheep from goats—placing the sheep on 33
his right hand, and the g"oats on his left.  Then the King will 34
say to those on his right ‘ Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, enter upon possession of the Kingdom prepared for
you ever since the beginning of the world. For, when I was 335
hungry, you gave me food ; when I was thirsty, you gave me
drink ; when 1 was a stmnger, you took me to your homes ;

when I was naked, you clothed me ; when I fell 111 you \mu‘d 36

nme 3 and when 1 was in prison, vou came to me.’

Then the Righteous will answer * Lord, when did we see }01137
hungry, and feed you? or thirsty, and give you drink ? \/Vhen;ff,ij‘g& ,

did we see you a stranger, and take you to our home:,o ‘m.;v«,: »
3 Enoch 10, 4. 31 /ech. 14‘5 Enoch fm 5. o i
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naked, and clothe you? When did we see vou ill, or in
prison, and come to vou 2’

And the King will reply 1 tell vou, as often as you did 1(
to one of these my Brothers, however lowly, you did it to me.’
Then he will say to those on his left ‘ Go from my presence,

accursed, into the “aconian fire which has been prepdx‘ed for the

Devil and his angels.’  For, when I was hungry, you gave me
\

no food ; when 1 was tlmsi\, you gave me no drmk; when I

Was a sn wger, you did not take me to your homes ; when |
was naked, you did not (‘Iothc me; and, when 1 was illand in
prison, you did not visit me.’

Then they, in their turn, will answer ¢ Lord, when did we see
you hunqr\* or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or ill, or in
prison, and did not supplv our wants ?

And then he will reply ‘1 tell you, as often as you fuiled o
do 1t to one of the%e, however 10\\ Iv, you failed to “do it to me.’

And these last will go away “into au)man pumshnwnt hut :

”)

the righteous ‘into aconian life.

Tho Plot When Jesus had finished all thxs teaching, he
against  sctid to his disciples :

Jesus. “You know that in two days’ time the I*eshva]r
of the Passover will be here 3 and t]mt tho Son ()i \Lm is'to he

given up to be crucified.”

Then the Chief Priests and thc (mmullors of the N ‘-Lt.lOn mot-‘ '

in the house of the High Priest, who was called Caiaphas, and
plotted together to arrest jcsus by stealth and put him o
death ; but they said: ““Not durmz: the Festival, for fear of
causing a riot.”

Josus After Jesus had reached Bethany, and while he
anocinted by Was in the house of Stmon the lepu', 4 woman
a Woman came up to him with an alabaster jar of very costly
at Bethany. norfume, and poured the perfume upon his head as

he was at table.  The disciples were indignant at seeing this.

“What is this waste for?” they exclaimed. It could
have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to poor
people.”

“Why are you troubling the woman ?” Jesus said, when
he noticed i, ““ For this is a beautiful deed that she has

done to me.  You always have the poor with you, but you
will not always have me. In pouring this perfume on my

body, she has done it for my burving. @ tell you, w hoer-

ever, in the whole world, this Good News is proclaimed, wlmt |

this woman has done \\'111 be told in memory of her.”
14U Eforh 4. 3,5 3 Dan, e
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Judas ngrees . 1t Was then that one of the Twelve, ;mmed
to betray Judas Iscariot, made his way to the Chiet Priests,
dosus.  nd said * What are you willing to give me, if

thmv]csus to )ou ?2 The PIILSU: \\'nghLd him out thirty
picces of silver’ as payment.  So from lhdt time Judas looked ,

tor an opportunity to betray Jesus.

The On the first day of the Festival of the Unleavened
passover. Dread, the disciples came up to Jesus, and said :
“Where doyou wish us to make prcpdrulons foryou to e al

the Passover?” »

“Gointo the city to e certain. man,;” he "mswered, “mld
sayv 1o him ¢ The Teacher says—My time is near. 1 will keep
the Passover with my disciples at your house,””

The disciples did as Jesus direc t(d them, and plcpmcd ilh
Passover.

In the evening Jesus took his pLu‘ with the fwelve
disciples, and, w hxlc thev were eating, he sand

1 tell you that one of you will betray me.’

In great grief they bc;.,(m to sy to him, one b) one :
Can it e 1, Master?”
“The one w ho dipped his bread besldc me in the dish,”

wphcd Jesus, ““is the one who! will hetm\’ me. True, the Son '
of Man must go, as Scripture says of him, yet alas for that m(m'

by whom the Son of Man is being betr l\’t,d !' For tlmt man ‘it
would be better never to have been born 127
And Judas, who was betraying him, turned to him (md said ;

“Can i it be I, Rabbi?”

It is,” answ vered Jesus.

The ‘Lorars  While they were eating, Jesus took some bread,
supper’ and, after sayving the blcssmg bxohc itand, as hu
gave it to his dlsuple said : Lo

“Take it and eat it ; this is my bod\,

Then he took a cup, dl]d, after sd}mq “the thdnksgum ; gm
it to them, with the words:

“ Drink from it, all of you; for this is mv Covenant-blood,
which is pourcd out for many for the forgiveness of sins. And
I telt vou that 1 shall never, after this, drink of this juice of the
erape, until that day when I shall drink it new with vou in the
i\mudom of my Father.”

Poters Fall Ti:ey then sang a hymn, and went out to

fovetold.  the Mount of Olives

Then Jesus said to them :

“Lven you will all fall away fmm me to»mpht Scripture

SV S

o

I will strike down the shephud, and the shecp of the flock
will be scattered.’

15 Zech, 11, 12, 24 Enoch 38, 2. 3 Exod, 21, 8. 8 Zech. 13,7
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But, after I have risen, 1 shall go before you into Galilee.”
“If every one else falls away from you,” Peter answered, ** 1
shall never fall away!” :
T tell you,” replied Jesus, “* that this very night, before the
cock crows, you will disown me three times!” . ‘
“Even if T must die with you,” Peter exclaimed, ¢‘ 1 shall
never disown you ! L o (1 |
All the disciples spoke in the same way.

Jesus in Then Jesus came with them to a garden called
Gethsemane. GGethsemane, and he said to his disciples

“ Sit down here while 1 go and pray yonder.”

Taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebediah, he
began to show signs of sadness and deep distress of mind.

T am sad at heart,” he said, ‘‘sad even to death; wait
here, and watch with me.” 5 o
Going on a little further, he
prayer. i

threw himself on his face in

“ My Father,” he said, “if it is possible, let me be spared

this cup ; only, not as I will, but as thou willest.”
¥ . . 3 { > : )
T'hen he came to his disciples, and found them asleep.

“ What ! he said to Peter, ““could none of you watch with
mie for one hour? Watch and pray, that you may not fall into
temptation. - True, the spirit is eager, but human nature 1s
weak.” o » T b o
Again, a sccond time, he went away, and prayed.

My Father,” he said, ““if T cannot be spared this cup, but

must drink it, thy will be done ! .~ . . o
And coming bacl again he found them asleep, for their cyes
were heavy. So he left them, and went away again, and
prayed a third time, again saying the same words.

Then he came to the disciples, and said :

““Sleep on now, and rest yourselves. Hark! my time is
close at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the
hands of wicked men. Up, and let us be going. Look! my
betraver is close at hand.” = =~

The And, while he was still speaking, Judas, who
Arrest of Was one of the Twelve, came in sight ; and with
Jesus.  him was a great crowd of people, with swords
and clubs, sent from the Chief Priests and Councillors of
the Nation. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with
them. ‘

““ The man whom I kiss,” he had said, ““ will be the one;
arrest him.” '
So he went up to Jesus at once, and exclaimed: ‘* Welcome,
Rabbi ! ” and kissed him ; on which Jesus said to him :

‘* Friend, do what you have come for.” b
Thereupon the men went up, seized Jesus, and arrested him.

38 Ps. 42. 5. ’ '
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Suddenly one of those who were W1th ]mus stretched out hlfa

hand, and drew his sword, and strlkmn‘ U]b High I’nebl’
servant, cut off his ear.

“Sheathe your sword,” Jesus s.;ud “for all who draw the
sword will be put to the sword. Do vou think that I cannot ask

my [Father for help, when he would at once send to my aid more’

than twelve legions of angels ? - But in that case how would
the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that this must be? ”
Jesus at the same time said to the crowds :

“ Have yvou come out, as if after a robber, with swords and
clubs, to take me? I have sat teaching day af fter day in the
Temple Courts, aad yet you did not arrest me.’

The whole of this occurred in fulfilment of the Pr ophetic Scr;p-
tures.
Then the disciples all forsook him and fled.

Jesus Those who had arrested Jesus took him to
before the (dl«lphds the Hls,l Priest, where the Teachers
High Priest. of the Law and the Councillors had assembled.

Peter followed him at a distance as far as the court-yard of the
High I’n iest, and went in and sat down among ihe police-
oftficers, to sce the end. ’\Icanwhllt, the Chief Priests and the
whole of the High Council were trying to get such false evidence
against Jesus, as would warrant putting him to death, but they

did not find any, although many came forward with false
evidence. Later on, however, two men came forward and
said ¢

“This man said ‘T am able to doxtmv the Iunplc of (md
and to build it in three days.””
Then the High Priest stood up, and s,ud to josu» :

‘“ Have you no answer ? W]mt is thm eudulu, which these

nen are giving against vou 27
But Jesus remained silent.  On thla the Hlu;h Priest said to
him :

“I adjure you, by the Living God, to tell us whether you
are the Christ, tlu, Son of God.”

“It is true,’ Jesus .unwemd “moreover 1 tell you all
that hereafter you shall ‘see the Son of Man sitting on the
right hand of the Almighty, and coming on the clouds of the
heavens.””

Then the. ngh Priest tore his robes.

«"This is blasphemy ! he exclaimed. \Vh rdo we want

any more witnesses? You have just heard h:s blasphemy !
What is your decision 2"
They answered :

“He deserves death.”

‘Then they spat in his face, and struck him, while others dea,ltj

blows at lnm, saying as thev did so:
84 Ps, 150,13 I)zm. 7013
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¢ Now play the Prophet for us, you Christ ! Who was it

that struck you?” . :
poter disowns  Peter, meanwhile, was sitting outside in }he
Jesus.  court-yard ; and a maidservant came up to him,
and exclaimed : ‘
“ Why, you were with Jesus the Galilean 1™
But Peter denied it before them all.
1 do not know what you mean,” he replied.

When he had gone out into the gateway, another maid saw -

him, and said to those who were there: ,
“CThis man was with Jesus of Nazareth 17

Again he denied it with an oath:
I do not know the man !”

But soon afterwards those who were standing by came up and

said to Peter:
“You also are certainly one of them ; why, your very way
of speaking proves it!” '

Then Peter began to swear, with most solema imprecations

“T do not know the man.” ! | .
At that moment a cock ¢rowed ; and Peter remembered the

words which Jesus had said—¢ Before a cock has crowed, you

will disown me three times’; and he went outside, and wept
bitterly. Pgs utside,

Tho End of At davbreak all the Chief Priests and the Coun-
sudas. . cillors of the Nation consulted together against
Jesus, 1o bring about his death. They put himin chains and led
him awway, and gave him up to the Roman Governor, Pilate.
Then Judas, who betrayed him, seeing that Jesus was con-

demned, repented of what he had done, and returned the

thirty picces of silver to the Chiet Priests and: Councillors.

.

“1 did wrong in betraying a good man to his death,” he

satd. . ; ‘
«“ What has that to do with us ?” they replied. - *“ You must
see to that yourself.” :

Judas flung down the pieces of silver in the Temple, and left ;
and went away and hanged himself. The Chief Priests
took the pieces of silver, but they said : ' :

)

“We must not put them into the Temple treasury, because

they are blood-money.” : '
So, after consultation, they bought with them the ‘Potter's
Field * for a burial-ground for foreigners; and that is why that
ficld is called the ‘Field of Blood’ to this very day. Then
it was that these words spoken by the Prophet Jeremiah were
futfilled-—
“'They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him who
was valued, whom some of the people of Israel valued, and
gave them for the Potter's field, as the Lord commanded me.’

910 Zech, 11, 13,
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Josus hofore . Meanwl 1] elesus w mbtought be{methb R(nmm
the Roman LJO\'LI“I]UI. :
Governor. “Are you the King of the. Ie\\s i asl«.ed the
Governor. .
“Itis true,” answered Jesus.
While dmrgcs were being bmu”ht against him by the Chief
Priests and Councillors, Jesus mad&, no reply.  Then Pilate
said to him: ‘

“Do not vou hear hox\ many uu,usa(mns they are making

against you?” ,
Yet Jesus made no reply—not cven a mng]c vmrd at which
(the Governor was greatly astonished. o \ow, at the
Feast, the Governor was accustomed to grant the people the
release of any one prisoner whom they might choose. At that

time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So, when

the people had collected, Pilate said to them
“Which do you wish me to release for you?  Barabbas? or
Jesus who is catled <Christ'?”

For he knew that it was out of jealousy timt they had given”

Tesus up to him. While he was: stxll on Um buuh,
his wife sent this message to him—

“* Do not have anything to do with that good man, fm 1 h:u'
been very unhappy to-d«n in a dream on account of him.”

But the Chiefl Priests and the Councillors persuaded the crowds
to ask for Barabbas, and to kill Jesus. = The Governor, hov»-

ever, said to them
“'\\ hich of these two do you wish me to release for you? ”
““ Barabbas,” they answe ored. :

“What then,” Pilate asked ¢ shall I,Ld‘c‘» with Jesus who 2

is called ‘ Christ’'?” .;

“Let him be crucified,” the) all replled

“Why, what harm has he done ?” he asked. : ‘
But they kept shouting furiously: ‘“Let him be crucified !

When Pilate saw that his efforts were unavailing, but that, on

the contrary, a riot was beginning, he took some water, and
washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying as he
did so: “

“1am not answ erable for t.ht:: bloodshcd ; you must see {o
it yourselves,” :
And all the people answered :

“ His blood be on our heads and on our children’s!”
Then Pilate released Barabbas to them; but Jesus he. swurgcd
and gave him up to be crucified.

The
crucifixion them into the Government House, and gathered

ofdesus. the whole garrison round him. They stripped
him, and put on him a red mxhtary cloak, and, having twisted

some thox ns mto a crown, put 1t on his head, and a rod in

After that, the Governor's soldierstook Jesus with -
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his right hand, and then, gomg down on then knees before

him, they mocked him.~

“ Long life to you, King of the Jews ! " they said.

They spat at him and, taking the rod, kept striking him on
the head ; and, when the} liad loft off mockmg him, they took
off the mxhtdry cloak, and put his own clothes on hxm, and led
him away to be crucified.

As they were on their way out, they came upon a man from
Cyrene of the name of Simon ; and they compelled him to go
with them to carry the cross. On reaching a place
named Golgotha (a pldCb named from its likeness to a skull),

they gave him some wine to drink which had been mixed with
gall ; but, after tasting it, Jesus refused to drink it. When

they had crucified him, thu‘ divided his clothes among them

bv casting lots. Then they sat down, and kept watch over
him there. Above his head’ they fixed the accusation cxgamst
him written out-—

‘“THIS IS JESUS THE. KI\IG OF THF JLVVS’

At the same time two robbers W ere.crumﬁed with lnm one on
the right, the other on the left, The pdssere;-by raxled
al him, shaking their heads as they said:

“You who ‘destroy the T t,nlpl' ¢ and build one in three Jd} s,’
save yourself! If you are God’s Son, come down from the
cross !

In the same way the Chief Priests, with the Teachers of the
Law and Councillors, said in mockery : ;
+““ He saved others, but he cannot save Inmqe]f He is the
‘King of Israel’! Let him come down from the cross now,
(md we will believe in him. He has trusted in God ; if God
ants him, let him deliver him now ; for he said ‘T am God’s

Son.”’ Even the robbers, who were crucified w1th him,

reviled him in the same way.,

The Death After mid-day a darkness came over all the

ofdesus. country, lasting till three in the afternoon. And

about three Jesus called out loudly :

“ Eloi, Eloi, lema sabacthani’ —mthat is to say, ‘O my God
my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?’

Some of those standing by heard tln%, and smd

“ The man is calling for Elijah !

QOne of them nnmedidtelv ran and took a spongt, and, ﬁllms:
it with common wine, put it on the end of a rod, and ‘offered
it to him to drink. But the rest said:

““ Wait and let us see if Elijah is coming to save him.”
[However another man took a spear, and pierced his side;
and water and blood flowed from it.] But Jesus, uttering
another loud cry, gave up his spirit. Suddenly the

H Ps. 69, 21, % Ps, 22, 18, 39 Ps. 22, 5 # Ps. 22, 8. 16 Ps, 22, 1.
48 Ps. 69,21, :
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Temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom, the earth
shook, the rocks were torn asunder, the tombs opened, and 52
the bodies of many of God’s People who had fallen aslecp
rose, and they, leaving their tombs, weat, after the resurrec- 53
tion of Jesus, into the Holy City, and appeared to many
people. The Roman Captain, and the men with him 54
who were watching Jesus, on sceing the earthquake and all
that was happening, became greatly frightened and exclaimed :

«This must indeed have been God’s Son!” ;
There were many women there, watching from a distance
who had accompanied Jesus from Galile¢ and had been at-
tending on him. Among them were Mary of Magdala, Mary 56
the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebediah’s'
sons.

the Burial  When evening had fallen, there came a rich g7
of desus. man belonging to Ramah, named Joseph, who
had himself become a disciple of Jesus. He went to see Pilate, 58

and asked for the body of Jesus ; upon which Pilate ordered it

to be given him. So Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in  5¢
a clean linen sheet, and laid it in his newly-made tomb which 6
e had cut in the rock ; and, before he left, he rolled a great
stone against the entrance of the tomb, Mary of
Magdala and the other Mary remained behind, sitting in fron
of the grave. e
The next day—that is, the day following the Preparation-
Day—the Chief Priests and Pharisees camein a body to Pilate,
and said : B i Gl -
““Sir, we remember that, during his lifetime, that impostor =
said ‘1 shall rise after three days.’ So order the tomb to be 64
made secure till the third day.” Otherwise his disciples may
come and steal him, and then say to the people ‘ He has risen. =
from the dead,’ when the latest imposture will be worse than
the first.” , o
““You may have a guard,” was Pilate’s reply; ‘“go and 063
make the tomb as secure as you can.”
So they went and made the {omb secure, by sealing the stone, 66

-

in presence of the guard,

VI.—THE Risex Lir,

The After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week 1 28
Resurrection began to dawn, Mary of*Magdala and the other
of Jesus. Mary had gone to look at the grave, when sud- 2
denly a great earthquake occurred. - For an angel of the Lord
descended from Heaven, and came and rolled away the
stone, and seated himself upon it. His appearance was as 3

% Wisd. of Sol. 2. 18,

L
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dazzling as lightning, and his clothmg was as whlte as SNow ;
and, in their terror of him, the men on guard trembled wolentlv
and became like dead men. But the angel, addressing the
women, said :

“You need not be afraid. I know that it is Jesus, who was
crucified, for whom you are looking. He is not here; for he
has risen, as he said he would. Come, and see the place
where he was lying; and then go quickly and say to his
disciples ‘He has risen from the dead, and is going before
you into (mlﬂee' there vou wlll sce hun ’ Remember, 1
have told you.” e
On this they left the tomb quickly, inawe md great joy, and ran
to tell the news to the disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them.

“Welcome ! he said. ; ‘

The women went up to him, and clasped his feet, bowing to
the ground before him. Then Jesus said to them ;-

““Do not be afraid ; go and tell my br others to set out for
Galilee, and they shdll see me there.”

While they were still on their way, sc')'n'u, of thc guard cam(
into the city, and reported to the Chief Priests everything that
had happened. So they and the Councillors met and, after

holding a consultation, gave a large sum of money to the
soldiers, and told them to say that his disciples came in the
night, and stole him while they were asleep ; “'md should
this matter come before the Governor,” they added, ““we will
satisfy him, and see that you have nothing to fear.”
So the soldiers took the money, and did as they were
instructed. ~ And this story has been current among the
Jews from that day to this.
Seatis The eleven dlsmpleb went to Galxlec, to the

appears to the Mountain where Jesus told them to meet him;

Aposties. ,nd, when they saw him, they bowed to the
ground before hlm although some felt doubtful.
Then Jesus came up, and spoke to them thus:

‘““ All authority in heaven and on the earth has been given to
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all the nations,

baptizing them into the Faith of the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to lay to heart all the com-

mands that I have given you; and, xemembcr 1 m}self am

with vou every day until the close of the dgc.
13 Enoch 62. 6.
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