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ihrough whom the stumbling-block cometh’ (Avarywt wdp dor EABely & ordy-
BoAa, wAdy slal v &:N}peﬁrw 5 o 7o axdydaroy Epxerar). Imke hag * For it is im-

possibile that the stumbling-blocks should not come, but woe [to him | throngh whom
; .

no ""AL’W&M‘WJ Soriy Tob T& srdviaia wh Abely, obal B8 80 of {pxerai).

Reeond Epistle of Clement,’ i1 7, after the quotation given above ag Fr 42
vvvvvvvvv “Tobro Aéyer ri Bet robs dworhupévovs gdeaw. Exeve ydp dovi péya kel favpas
G0l v& Sor@ra ornpl{ew, AN v& whrrovra ofirw ral & Xpuorks Héanee oloa
that he cught to save those who are being lost

vk dmoardusva, * He means this, o
For it ie that which is great and wonderful—not to establish that which
' s&izm% i« falling © so also Chyist willed to save that which was pexi
s o necessary allusion to the words of Jesus in A
! gt 1 ey be derived feom them.
im&e six, 10 has  For th ¢ an rame 1o seek and savs that which was
perished 7 (o@ow 1o dor a)wm;s;k Math, wviil. 11 has * For the son of man came 1o
ab Ea:m WhE p{mw hed” (sdoas 16 dmorwhdsh
Tischendorsf, Tregelles, and X’Vfﬂ«tczatf and-Tlort omit Mabt, v, 11 ¢
! it is omitted by WB, the Sabidic and Coptie version
e?v“,"oz”xmu ifﬂ*‘i‘ .,mﬁi f{r;mw Tt oig found in D
o, Criyse

BEVE

Ay, Busebiv

zs‘}}m

:
.

Mﬁgr{i Z*M’q"ﬁzm it i bra
s iig disappenrance is to be acconnted ﬁm*
fi{m oivicle ssz; } z";:ﬂz? am inclined o set it down

com Lol ce, or possibly even from the Gospel sccording to the He-

brews sipee 13, ¢ ) ',,zimy and the Coretonian support it Tt certainly gous
the parable of the losh she er to ay mind than with the story of Zaceh

1 iw ad Tatt. xx. 28 by the Curetoninn Syriae, i§, m&i
tlie O1d Lavin, od by Cureton is as follows roe

» may beeome great, and not from

(1) But you, serk yo g
or ya are oyt mi fo the house of &

great things moy become ?

supper, be not sitting down in the honoured o, lest should coms he
more honoured than z?zﬁ d to thes ! of the supper *«‘zxﬁz id sws (¢
ar by 3 n ths oyes {;i the gueste, (33 4 thoy
e%zmn in the Lt lesg than thou »?zawz&u corne, hzzxi 1o thee ?fi%‘
Lowd of the s near, and cowe wp and sit down, thou als

réwovs, phrwore Sofirepds gov dwerdf xal wpooeablby § %}’z;fm’;'mi}w?ew;} e
"X

webros ydpe wob wwrawyorbhoy,  {3) Bav 8t dvanesis ¢le wby Hrwope wéwav, nal
Emerdf wov Hrrwy, dpel oot b Ferwvoundrop CShvaye Ev Grw, xal Eovnd vor rovite

;i%% do ve seek’ i {rora 1t

Pt yo secl

great amd {sie) seater tobealess, (2) Audentoring inand having bee
v 8t 1 not to lie upon the chiof places, lest ever a more honown
o afterward and having come up the supperbidder say to thee

spfomper. The Toglich of which is (1}

rd

1€




come
the 2 Mi Iy i tho sui

{iu B2 %
@?mi ff‘(mi s former ef fune }};g;;,f;{ et g u{i then shalt
. pendder (yredre | iy gzifzefi*zi is fyenoek’ not quacrile

o

And fmm MATE

i version and ope of the
ine answoring as closely as may be 1o the

i has

y Gireels MSE. 1n this

808,

’L:g' he o i?’;z{f

Tatin-—swhich algewl

tho %}gii } :
(3) that it hag a Laean

}?23(}\533\ ?g
{‘i}§Z}p§§§.‘2§.?;§§“§.‘ 13

mzai mim}{iiiééﬁ%& %



ossivle firagien

Prodable or

“Make room lower ” and thon be ashamed 1o the
5 of the gut
( ‘S‘ “El’s’i’zi« 'i? ‘%}mu lie zx‘gé@'{; %:?w Zia

P88 Malh wxiil 37 Omnt of entive heart and ont of entive mind,
Blark x5, 80,
Tuko % 27.

§od. Matt.xsiv. 5,11 False Christs, false prophets, false apostles

KF

|schisms P, heresies, lovings of rule,

istle of (0 v Fro 48, 7
s taken vs o ;éinzzzﬁ. 55\;{“;\,13 to the Septuaging of Dewt. vi
the ixm%%» fout of entive heart,” bubt as o vefevence to the quots x:%
recarded in Matf, Tork =il 80, Lake x z“ in connex
it may be added, %} 8 mmé commandment” used by our anthor E»‘ also found,
Matthew hag *in thy cnfive heart and in thy entive m&i and in thy entire
wind” (v BAy vF wapbly ouv wal & Ay o Yuxd sov sad & Fay f Sivole o
Mark has * out of thy entive beart and out of thy entire soul and
mind and out of thy ontive sbrong (3 Bans vy wepblas wov wal ag, mu;a THs
Lv;ﬂ;:s‘ irov xed €F BAns i Swowelas oov wad €8 Sany vis loydos vov). > |
y entive hé\ $and in thy entize soul and in
ding ' {4k Eanp
T loyen vov kal v Ay i Buwoly SCEIR
The preposition *out of’
Matthew; but font of ¢
the short form of his yefs
& Clementine Homil

ment,” B4, onoted no

s 1is xapdlas vov el

S

et

wonld

HTon 18 Zfi)siikf‘:ﬁf

v* Ii{“%ﬁ"i?ﬁ"f&!% (e

Yeudels Tf{’f)(;?@?’s’{f;i; alpiaes, fpsaaﬁx b, £ For ’%5::(51‘4_- Mm? be, as §§ Lord fal
spostlos fai&c, proplists, g ’ (}'? rule,
4 (; ashin, f}!/!sfn 36, ¢l “Eovvra oxlopery nal smf,

saad o r.v 531”1’&* shail b OOE Dial, 51,0 And b
solarved beforchand that

(el & 76 pevald vhs ’2&"@’;‘502}0‘“5?}:? slrad

3 - 3
"%'”Q}é’ g oanme

;xjp{}z’zg’;?g Dy Wpoddnp, ngéz;uzé}m alpéwesg g;a?; FavBowpodiras fnl v beduare advol

wpospivuoe),

The wzm’;f {;i Suprrnatural fmz’fgwﬂ g%"

raterped

have

: i 1"3 { 'A /{? s
ch & way a8 £0 Imply that he w
shie Constituiions, vi 13, zay ¢ For thess are false i/mfi

Breews, 87 alse Christs, false propl
ﬁpogmfrm xﬁ:w;‘mmnm vaoi) bub nob in s
The Apost




756 The Gospel according o the Hebrews.

as 1 find you in such will I also

v, near oy in st
judge you.

aposties, deceivers and covrupters’ (Ofre ydp el eul pirvos

phets and
i @weéaﬁgﬂa@?ﬁm wal pevBundrrohos, whdyor xul pPopeisy
v the “lovings of rule’ of, Clement of Home, xliv. 1,° And our Apostles

know i.Ezrzm@ji; our Lovd Jesus Christ that there would be styife over the vame of
" (Kai of "Amderodos pby Syvaray it rot Kuplov suéy Inool Kporod

> bishopric
Gri Epis Eovan €md w08 dvduures Thy émononis),
the least satisfied that any such single passage as the above oo
clie writing @ the pkm»«f ology of the Clementine Jownlies is
b the theory that only the sense of verions prof x?zwi{ s of J{ EUS
¢ given, but that the word “heresies” was in some 3¢ &

the }z%'mih of desus is probable from the d jouble eoineidence of Ju«t .

¥ Justin, Dial, 470 duérepss Kipos TInwobs Xpiords elwey * By ols by dulis
worerdfw, ¢ rovrels wal apwd,” F Ouy Tord Jesus {hvist said &e
xandein { Quis dives § 40) has slightly differcat Greek words—

I am not in
s‘*sz’zwrad 'in ANy OVEY

(lewment of Ale
B ofs yp by ellpw buds, duoiv, éal Tovrols xal wpwd, For fu such as T find jm

he saith, in such will T also judge vou! Dut he attribufes them to God t

Father,
In 1l

gﬂi jit ’2 we " sail

i asius, Guaest. §, v r;fﬁ

nes {’;’mm <o, in the Iatter ;miz of the 6th m:zxi,, aiiv%

pids % In what T ind thes, In it will 1 also judge

of the Hth cent. Nilug writes ¢ “For such as T find thee sueh
ith the Lovd’ ( Olov i ebpw oe, rowirdy oe xpwas” Ppyoly §

5

whe .e’> Ezekiel
dd God 7 (FEr g
eHpw we, €0 abrg sl n;}w{sz ot elwey & Beds) ; (z.’i, vit p. 159,

*“*e a1 a% of the h«%h cent. Fhax, mzim solitan of (m, ¢, writes *Fop it hath
%
o of the ‘mg&% o'i%: “In M af- 1 find ‘?.f.{‘(’ %n ‘«‘E‘:Qh

{f{w,}@ T,

“}{?(;a:f we, dv vodry §% mx}. Kprw@ o } nazmz‘i ST, Jus {1

4 {3»*3 hne

sely atiribuled i

Whisten alse ;zm;awm in
{ find that the toxt
s franslation of Athenae
L m is mgm“ﬁ from & M8 left by

;«"’z}}@:&% on Iades one
r Jose £

shus' s works

ot
it
e
fed
i
o
e
%
ol
o
o
joo
jot
%
s
ey

i{fé? %

a# hecause i jost houes in i3 fmw to fimd the G vock
iy by elfpe fuds dul rodves kpwd zw;) fraore’ Bod vb Téhros dmdp-
vou in everything ” saith the Iind
o the traet on Hades sl all,
o eoniaining This quotae

vou, i snehw e?% T

§ gy
33

no motern

s which did net

BOUTEG

- »? wafenorin 1o

Vv g oyep elpe o)

B

5

;a:pfm} we, CFor dn what T iind thee) he
7] also judge thes)

v looked oo these words as o guotation from Eack.
-”=<>u} A{*mr&m‘zg{_{; to thy ways and according to thy
" eaith the Loed)




Probable or Possible Fragments, 157

$ 56, Math xxy, ? Do ye become proved 3! bankers.
before v, 14 or
after v, 30.

i find ¥t

ions,

£ };3;;;3:5 thian u} our lost Gospel ave that they

are found in ons Father who hag e al ?;umm with it *mf{ i another who

65 ih g “mwiw« f§l ANBOK it to the parable « ¢ z;ini? hogin
' : and drink with the u}}illiixoﬂ, and whose lovd

As given Dby Justin they might be rendered "E’fw BIONY W
asmong sueh will al
Tho guounds for congecturally ¢

» you' Le. ve shall be Judgod by your compa

come nue ;Vwm zm} g»m X ?3%‘
1 Plverbe Bdmpos rpews(irae, In l ’Ei

4

pss, v, 21 wwe have fAnd prove (Sempde

{ere) all things, hold fast the good, and Cyvil of Alexaudria {w ho died 444 an)
prefixes these words to that text, ascribing them to Paul {4 paxdpios [Tavrds ¢nor,
the o Panl saith - Comam. on Is. i, 3} Faayphilus w vho died In 809), Basil

(who disd in 380), and Cyril of Jorusalom (who disd in 288) similarly prefix
thom o E%‘;g thouglt without auy ascription of authorship: see ﬁEf’zzzzs shilus, prefl, b
A sxm;m,f or Origen (extant in a Latin translation only); Basil on 1
V. G, and Cyeil, Cufech. vi, §6. ‘.§f}§emy5§us of Alexandrin (writlng

: 5 : i opweii s

7

Ly

g i 2

,sﬁ»_g fit. x;'g
a0

128,34, v 10, vil 18}, says ence © the Seripbare .. ., %mm,xe,ih
wapaivery  but ba oved hankers, proving ouf some thi

lsowhere (vil. 18) he alludes &
1g which appeny to be o fre
wine coin of the

the good ™’ {1, 28), and
refevence to Paul, and follows the allusion by wo
pataphrase of th in Thessaloniang— digegrming the
Loxd from the o

Whe work hnown as Teres Segle (mi &Em,; Sedoent.?) y
“1 have sald to you of old ukers,” that is take th
the evil) This work iv in Coptic: the original will ?m foand on p. @
termaun's odition, Berlin, 1851 {(fsee the word Frpdalegelrd 3%3

arias o dix

“He ye as wise b

3 of Sehwnrize

and B
and their Latin translation {p. 853) is ¢ Respondens owryp dixit
oltm ¢ Fistote sient sapientes rpaweCiray, scilicet bonwm suscipite, malum ¢

Chrysostom (who died in 407) also quotes the words in connexion with ¢
passage fn Thessalonians, in his sevmon On Reading Avfs in Denfeeost § 20 but 1
think the reader will agree that he implies that they wove separate tests by
different wiite s aays ot on o Heny

saith Do ye become proved
and on the marketplaces and count silver coins, hut
thai yve may vy v words with il cxactuess. For this canse the Apostle Panl alse
saith * Prove all things, but hold fast the good ouly”” Itis :
whether or not < God * (¢ ©eds), the lust person named, is the su
faadth,” or whether as in another place In the same sermon ‘Sf
but that does not affoet the apparent separation of authorship.

No MBS, ov version of I i

bankers,” not that ye ny

hessaloninns has the slightest trace of our fragment.
And it is casy o see how the connexion arose : the word Sdweuer, * }32‘01’@@; catled
to mind the verh Serd(ew, < to prove, the technical term for testing the puriby
of metaly, used in the verse of Thessaloninns,

The first writers to qw;f-@ our fragmoent are the
tine Homilios somewhere about the middle of the 2nd cent., who gnotes

Ehionite anthor of the Clemon-
it threo

b Foy nobe see p. 155,



¢ dy @ Blwyyel

§§ §: i gg

L b reurov Amdorehes e

;aazym i wEhdy saré xovras, i
late {but ﬁimmif sertalx
the saying us

{wz’i &
yediad 1 Eii

Prosopiug of %§

g fdiving oranle’
By, wd Solitari
o which 1 have net yeb suc
Hadius, 2o Fide ©
; Uregory,

ntg

®iil
us, ,3 it

pues be

no such we

seling @di?

s zu‘imw Jerome, §;~i->i?i‘i'i'i§§i-s .Zm i

T do



Probable vr Possible Fragiwiels, 1

o have nob + keph the little, who b

5"@21 ‘siz,sz;z ﬁgz*gz:ﬁ; 7 For I say unto you that

18 faithful in lenst is faithfal alse 1n much,

gif” igo eixi(i w%ﬁi%
wi up dead men deliver himself

W&W"{;“??i i

the verso | i féf"
the Uos Eﬁ)&

Payl,
sipen 5113
‘ Prof, Wastoonis

b W B v,
ring of our v

o & Kipios dv v@ by,
Adye

7 s i
phonTe, T ad yEg

& . 5 xe s v Ko
BRIV BTE G WarTey v

érashor o wal &y weds g werds v

tis in
3

xi,zgmz, hist

Wl o much, and
010 e, ave nob been faiphe
I entrust And iy have not
who shall BV ;-. ur own? {0 wmierer
noxlrrg red &y wolAd mewds dover .. BE o pagsrd wigwel obx

Bryépeuate, b dhnbwbs vls buly movedoe; Kol ¢l dv 7§ zz%&<‘%1‘z”;zzzg wigral ol Eyéve

hes, who s
anothnr man's,

gl Gpdr c;sfw vis Sdboer dpiv )

1 of many 2 low |
onal @zx-z’za-i.- G318,

£ took his @ copy
e or LOr vathor.

the quotating also reminds us o Hitls of
‘ui over few thin ol sob thes

.
T ).

Clhon w

ft WOAADY 7€ RoTws
v }wsm

LT
which s
?wa W



el according to the fiebrews.

160 The Gosg

... Hoe ecalled himself Son of God o leb him
come down and walk aboub, let God save him
59. { ot ayi ing “Woo unto us What hath been done

piter v, 84,

lan theo alyef

and come down from the eross.  In like wise
mﬁi the s and elidors, sa3d - Ot

s hevs e sa himgasif he
is {so edliors mow read | King of lsracl |

Lot him come down
:;,, M!& we will belisve on hie,  He hath trastec
] ssivabh hime--for he said that & Ef am Son of (o
i:im.{gzm SIATRE fi;azz o LWO p 048
Sii*"iﬁ‘ }“ﬂ 8, in the at. the {z’ uifi
.f;..i ¢ sarth g
77 Thas :M uz’ xs%m §H hings wers :
..if‘f}r whan §i§, imcl bfserz m”wszevi ‘uzw *szf?wi ma

{ on (o

LOW iz’ 3
gg 41 { i

g

i ge»’iw"/y‘gémuy T8 YelAy ;m? ﬁirwazw T8E KE ayzz?ws, Aéyorres O verpabs w*yams

wf i 38* 'M{’ %vmm! pmw 18 e *\izi as

:H .,«.{.e i’z/{;sef{g o i.?éf, ﬂmeﬁ : ?< 2 Z’[me rx{e%éw zi b, sinoe He
hig ing of the same things in ke manuer to him.  Tor
aggad heads each of them sud tumed apart

Ez Emr nostrils sneering [Siepobrres, sic: 1 wordd vead Sue
homselves said in drouy these things, which are also wrilken
oirs of Lis Aposties, © Tle called hinsself Son of God: let him eome down
- abouh, led God save him” 2@}\&"}1{31’ elpwrevdpevsr Tabira é: wal év ruls

¢ o

Tiov Geoll é(!.t}‘? by i}vi" THSTR

Sraprnpns &mma’z iy Awoordiev abrol ’y&’ YPOT T UL &
Bis weprmworet broo, gwedre alrdy § *3%03 } ---------- Z)z(ff 10

mple e::;f éé;; ’i

4

Ak z’z:f"; ?fms‘ &féffef Jit:

ot nostril al wme, 9}3{!/§, with 11
vaaged head s © He hoy ap him, Lot Him save b, singe
wireth ?;‘f;;e’ in neither passage dm;p ?sx stin eite this corvectly, in the former
tation iz very bad indeed. And it s to my mind just as pro-
m, the words which I have ;imng together as o *feagment’ are
‘éffm f’mm tho eananieal Gospels,
taken from some lost Gospel, I should not yegard the
"nmj 2,?‘.3.;‘:: conterapluous fucopulling of the bystanders as
astin hms s way of supplementing the eanonical
¢ ting the fulBlwent of proplhecy. He never appenls
to any aubix 1d T look on them as only plausible guesses of
Wig own, whic Wm?)\ nok im i?ﬁ’fi(‘iﬁ‘i to paraltlel oub of Renun or Faresr, and
which he d zzi m;i; intend o palm off on the rewder as stalemonts of Scripture any
move than they do.
* After a verso corresponding to Matt. xxvil, 84, Luke xxiil, 48 procoeds
«t And all the people that came fogether to that sight, when they had beheld
what had been done, ymote theiy bressts and returncd)

é,z; Was f;a,@iz*z hag

oo

<

Woe unto us?  What i thist  Woo unte ua from our mmf



Probable or Possible [ragments. 161

to-day ! Woo unto us for our sing, for the deso-
lation of Jerusalem hath drawn nigh.’

160. Luke xxiv. 25. Wherefor do ye not perceive the reasonableness
of the Soriptures ?

161, John v. 46, I am he concerning whom Moses prophesied,
saying ‘A prophet will the Lord our God raise
unto you from your brethren, even as me: him
hear ye in all things, and whosoever heareth not
that prophet shall die’

62. He that is near me is near the five, and he
that is far from me is far from the kingdom.

L

The M8, 4t of the Old I m; e mic; ‘M fmw o i‘& fo%s mzifa m* What Emth ROT

wauslabion
in the Ante-Nicene Ldbrary, we rend *For, ¥ ey who crcified him
had known that he was the Son of CGod, would nob have proclaimed the
desolation of theiy ¢ity, nov woiﬂ(} they have divalged the aflietion of thelr soul in
erying, “ Woel”  This work can hardly be later than the 8xd cent.

£y iy olear thad ‘the Doctrine of Addaeuns) the ME ¢ and the Chueto
Syrine ave all indebted to some ie regord nob late

e and n have such affim
spel, and thab the writer of *the E)«;m; ne of Addaens’was
have drawn this tradition from native than from forelgs
to puess that the passage formed part of the Gospel bing
Whether the Curetonian had any such addition in Matthew we cannot el
deficlent afver xxiit. 25

t Clementine Homilles, i1, 50

It would seem to fit in very well in Luke xxiv, between vv. 25 »
fools and slow of heart to beliove sll that the prophets have & j
ya not perecive the reasonablencss of f/iu & resd  Ought not
guffered these things and fo en i

1e parallel cannot bo
tineg before.

1 Clomentine Homilies, L 58--"Bre pp Eeyer Eyé elus wapl o0
wposdhrevaer einby © Dpoghrny éyepel Opiv Bipos § Oeds qudy de rév iSenpdv
Subw, bomep ral dués abrod drodere ward wdvra, bs &y 8¢ phy ducoden Tob ?rpf;sgyé*ms;
The quotakion |
d in Aty i
rouee from Aels iy yn ,
in translation, i,izz Ureel being

hold, uan

Seeing that the Curetonis
¢

THY

Ak 7l ol voetre wh elihoyoy Ty ypogdy
w26 ° 0

0

only a fow

shatb had been guobad

Mabofs

duelvov dmobdareirar”’ « Nuy further he
xviit, 15 and 19, These v are
in each Deab. mviil, 19 is quoted fively, the d
& Origen, Hom. an Jerem. i1, p. 778 (Ls
losth— I have read somewbere as if from the month of the Savioureand I
should like to know whether some one has repvesented the person [or, drawn a
portrait] of the Saviowr or whether he has brought to mind what is said and it be
true~however the Saviour himself says * He that is noav me 18 nvenr the flve
ho that is far from me is far from the kingdom™ (Logi alicubl guoasi baiv,ii.{}ras

Al

£G QU




162 The Gospel according lo the Hebrews.

63, The evil ono 1s the tempter.
164, Giive not a pretext to the evil one.

it ae veram sit f;w z;um“i (?ixf*ism <e~i -aif autem ipse Sulvator # Qul laxta
f sf;w ims : aome longe est o vegno 7Y/

hevefor saith the Saviour “Ile that
andd im that is far from me e far from the kingdom”
dyyis gov yyds vob wupds, § 3% paipdy b’ duot waxpds Gwd

but the temns in which be refors to it ave
! forgotten wheve be read it Didymus may

Tots 3% olopévors Bri & ©ebs mepder, &s al
vl ?\,i‘}&}mé w w’ng ¢ é\} mw’fgﬁf’% 5(}”%;} 6 wapdlay'—4 xal abrdr wepdoas, * And,
to those who %}mzh that God tempts, as the Seriptures say he said “ The ovil ono
i ster Mo who temrpted even him)

*f’ *mﬂzm* oz‘ @z pernatural Religion venders from the same Greek * The evil
¢ tompter, who alse tompted himself’ as the saying of Jesus, This i
ance of his notoriously bad scholarship: afrdy not adrdv would Dbe
: ing possible.  As the Clementine Homilies weve un-
doubledly written without breathings he is welcome to make the necessary change,
bt § donbt whether the devil can reasonably be sald to have tempted himself:
the phase “ to Lenpb oneself” does not oeenr in the NJT,

t Clementine Homilies, xix, 2-€¢n ... . ‘MY dére wpdpavy 7¢ wovnpp,” * hie
said &el  Paul (Eph. v, 27 } bas an exact parallel, * And do not give a ground to
the devil) Tris s w;*mai;; to be helieved thaf the anthor of the Homilles, which are
writfen against Paul, should have inadvertently guoted his words as those of
Josuz,

LOXIDN 1 PRINTED BY
SPOTTISIWOODE AND 0. SEW-STREET BQUARRE
AXD PARLIAMERT STREET




We Are All Aboard the Pequod

BitpsAvww trathdig comfreportitomive_sre all_aboard_the_pequod ZULIH707/
Posted on Jul 7, 2013

By Chris Hedges

The most prescient portrait of the American character and our ultimate fate as a
species is found in Herman Melville’s “Moby Dick.” Melville makes our murderous
obsessions, our hubris, violent impulses, moral weakness and inevitable self-
destruction visible in his chronicle of a whaling voyage. He is our foremost oracle. He
is to us what William Shakespeare was to Elizabethan England or Fyodor Dostoyevsky
to czarist Russia.

Our country is glven shape in the form of the shlp, the Pequod, named after the
«chia.org/wiki/Peguot_poople 1in 1638 by the
Purltans and their Native Amerlcan alhes The Shlp S 30-man crew—there were 30
states in the Union when Melville wrote the novel—is a mixture of races and creeds.
The object of the hunt is a massive white whale, Moby Dick, which, in a previous
encounter, maimed the ship’s captain, Ahab, by biting off one of his legs. The self-
destructive fury of the quest, much like that of the one we are on, assures the Pequod’s
destruction. And those on the ship, on some level, know they are doomed—just as
many of us know that a consumer culture based on corporate profit, limitless
exploitation and the continued extraction of fossil fuels is doomed.

“If I had been downright honest with myself,” Ishmael admits, “I would have seen
very plainly in my heart that I did but half fancy being committed this way to so long a
voyage, without once laying my eyes on the man who was to be the absolute dictator
of it, so soon as the ship sailed out upon the open sea. But when a man suspects any
wrong, it sometimes happens that if he be already involved in the matter, he
insensibly strives to cover up his suspicions even from himself. And much this way it
was with me. I said nothing, and tried to think nothing.”

We, like Ahab and his crew, rationalize madness. All calls for prudence, for halting the
march toward environmental catastrophe, for sane limits on carbon emissions, are
ignored or ridiculed. Even with the flashing red lights before us, the increased
droughts, rapid melting of glaciers and Arctic ice, monster tornadoes, vast hurricanes,
crop failures, floods, raging wildfires and soaring temperatures, we bow slavishly



before hedonism and greed and the enticing illusion of limitless power, intelligence
and prowess. We believe in the eternal wellspring of material progress. We are our
own idols. Nothing will halt our voyage; it seems to us to have been decreed by natural
law. “The path to my fixed purpose is laid with iron rails, whereon my soul is grooved
to run,” Ahab declares. We have surrendered our lives to corporate forces that
ultimately serve systems of death. Microbes will inherit the earth.

In our decline, hatred becomes our primary lust, our highest form of patriotism and a
form of eroticism. We are made supine by hatred and fear. We deploy vast resources
to hunt down jihadists and terrorists, real and phantom. We destroy our civil society
in the name of a war on terror. We persecute those, from Julian Assange to Bradley
Manning to Edward Snowden, who expose the dark machinations of power. We
believe, because we have externalized evil, that we can purify the earth. We are blind
to the evil within us. Melville’s description of Ahab is a description of the bankers,
corporate boards, politicians, television personalities and generals who through the
power of propaganda fill our heads with seductive images of glory and lust for wealth
and power. We are consumed with self-induced obsessions that spur us toward self-
annihilation.

After the attacks of 9 /11, _
a0 ETes.con/e , 6/ sbituaries/ 265ATD. bim! ) saw the parallel with
Moby chk - and wrote in the London newspaper The Observer:

Osama bin Laden’s name and face have become so numbingly familiar to
Americans as in effect to obliterate any history he and his shadowy
followers might have had before they became stock symbols of everything
loathsome and hateful to the collective imagination. Inevitably, then,
collective passions are being funneled into a drive for war that uncannily
resembles Captain Ahab in pursuit of Moby Dick, rather than what is going
on, an imperial power injured for the first time, pursuing its interests
systematically in what has become a suddenly reconfigured geography of
conflict.

Ahab, as the historian Richard Slotkin points out in his book “Regeneration Through
Violence,” is “the true American hero, worthy to be captain of a ship whose ‘wood
could only be American.’ ” Melville offers us a vision, one that D.H. Lawrence later
understood, of the inevitable fatality of white civilization brought about by our
ceaseless lust for material progress, imperial expansion, white supremacy and
exploitation of nature.

Melville, who had been a sailor on clipper ships and whalers, was keenly aware that
the wealth of industrialized societies came from the exploited of the earth. “Yes; all
these brave houses and flowery gardens came from the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian
oceans,” Ishmael says of New England’s prosperity. “One and all, they were
harpooned and dragged up hither from the bottom of the sea.” All the authority
figures on the ship are white men—Ahab, Starbuck, Flask and Stubb. The hard, dirty
work, from harpooning to gutting the carcasses of the whales, is the task of the poor,
mostly men of color.



Ahab, when he first appears on the quarterdeck after being in his cabin for the first
few days of the voyage, holds up a doubloon, an extravagant gold coin, and promises it
to the crew member who first spots the white whale. He knows that “the permanent
constitutional condition of the manufactured man ... is sordidness.” And he plays to
this sordidness. The whale becomes a commodity, a source of personal profit. A
murderous greed, one that Starbuck denounces as “blasphemous,” grips the crew.
Ahab’s obsession infects the ship.

“I see in him [Moby Dick] outrageous strength, with an inscrutable malice sinewing
it,” Ahab tells Starbuck. “That inscrutable thing is chiefly what I hate; and be the white
whale agent, or be the white whale principal, I will wreak that hate upon him. Talk not
to me of blasphemy, man; I'd strike the sun if it insulted me.”

Ahab conducts a dark Mass, a Eucharist of violence and blood, on the deck with the
crew. He orders the men to circle around him. He makes them drink from a flagon
that is passed from man to man, filled with draughts “hot as Satan’s hoof.” Ahab tells
the harpooners to cross their lances before him. The captain grasps the harpoons and
anoints the ships’ harpooners—Queequeg, Tashtego and Daggoo—his “three pagan
kinsmen.” He orders them to detach the iron sections of their harpoons and fills the
sockets “with the fiery waters from the pewter.” “Drink, ye harpooneers! Drink and
swear, ye men that man the deathful whaleboat’s bow—Death to Moby Dick! God hunt
us all, if we do not hunt Moby Dick to his death!” And with the crew bonded to him in
his infernal quest he knows that Starbuck is helpless “amid the general hurricane.”
“Starbuck now is mine,” Ahab says, “cannot oppose me now, without rebellion.” “The
honest eye of Starbuck,” Melville writes, “fell downright.”

The ship, described by Melville as a hearse, was painted black. It was adorned with
gruesome trophies of the hunt, festooned with the huge teeth and bones of sperm
whales. It was, Melville writes, a “cannibal of a craft, tricking herself forth in the
chased bones of her enemies.” The fires used to melt the whale blubber at night
turned the Pequod into a “red hell.” Our own raging fires, leaping up from our oil
refineries and the explosions of our ordinance across the Middle East, bespeak our
Stygian heart. And in our mad pursuit we ignore the suffering of others, just as Ahab
does when he refuses to help the captain of a passing ship who is frantically searching
for his son who has fallen overboard.

Ahab is described by Melville’s biographer Andrew Delbanco as “a suicidal
charismatic who denounced as a blasphemer anyone who would deflect him from his
purpose—an invention that shows no sign of becoming obsolete anytime soon.” Ahab
has not only the heated rhetoric of persuasion; he is master of a terrifying internal
security force on the ship, the five “dusky phantoms that seemed fresh formed out of
air.” Ahab’s secret, private whale boat crew, which has a feral lust for blood, keeps the
rest of the ship in abject submission. The art of propaganda and the use of brutal
coerc1on the mark of tyranny, deﬁne our hves Just as they mark those on Melville’s
ship. LR dames (hitpfenaildpediaorg/wild/C Lo R I 1, for this reason,

descrlbes Moby chk” as “the blography of the last days of Adolf Hitler.”



And yet Ahab is no simple tyrant. Melville toward the end of the novel gives us two
glimpses into the internal battle between Ahab’s maniacal hubris and his humanity.
Ahab, too, has a yearning for love. He harbors regrets over his deformed life. The
black cabin boy Pip is the only crew member who evokes any tenderness in the
captain. Ahab is aware of this tenderness. He fears its power. Pip functions as the Fool
did in Shakespeare’s “King Lear.” Ahab warns Pip of Ahab. “Lad, lad,” says Ahab, “I
tell thee thou must not follow Ahab now. The hour is coming when Ahab would not
scare thee from him, yet would not have thee by him. There is that in thee, poor lad,
which I feel too curing to my malady. Like cures like; and for this hunt, my malady
becomes my most desired health. ... If thou speakest thus to me much more, Ahab’s
purpose keels up in him. I tell thee no; it cannot be.” A few pages later, “untottering
Ahab stood forth in the clearness of the morn; lifting his splintered helmet of a brow
to the fair girl’s forehead of heaven. ... From beneath his slouched hat Ahab dropped a
tear into the sea; nor did all the Pacific contain such wealth as that one wee drop.”
Starbuck approaches him. Ahab, for the only time in the book, is vulnerable. He
speaks to Starbuck of his “forty years on the pitiless sea! ... the desolation of solitude it
has been. ... Why this strife of the chase? why weary, and palsy the arm at the oar, and
the iron, and the lance? How the richer or better is Ahab now?” He thinks of his young
wife—“I widowed that poor girl when I married her, Starbuck”—and of his little boy:
“About this time—yes, it is his noon nap now—the boy vivaciously wakes; sits up in
bed; and his mother tells him of me, of cannibal old me; how I am abroad upon the
deep, but will yet come back to dance him again.”

Ahab’s thirst for dominance, vengeance and destruction, however, overpowers these
faint regrets of lost love and thwarted compassion. Hatred wins. “What is it,” Ahab
finally asks, “what nameless, inscrutable, unearthly thing is it; what cozening, hidden
lord and master, and cruel, remorseless emperor commands me; that against all
natural lovings and longings, I so keep pushing, and crowding, and jamming myself
on all the time. ...”

Melville knew that physical courage and moral courage are distinct. One can be brave
on a whaling ship or a battlefield, yet a coward when called on to stand up to human
evil. Starbuck elucidates this peculiar division. The first mate is tormented by his
complicity in what he foresees as Ahab’s “impious end.” Starbuck, “while generally
abiding firm in the conflict with seas, or winds, or whales, or any of the ordinary
irrational horrors of the world, yet cannot withstand those more terrific, because
spiritual terrors, which sometimes menace you from the concentrating brow of an
enraged and mighty man.”

And so we plunge forward in our doomed quest to master the forces that will finally
smite us. Those who see where we are going lack the fortitude to rebel. Mutiny was the
only salvation for the Pequod’s crew. It is our only salvation. But moral cowardice
turns us into hostages.

Moby Dick rams and sinks the Pequod. The waves swallow up Ahab and all who
followed him, except one. A vortex formed by the ship’s descent collapses, “and the
great shroud of the sea rolled on as it rolled five thousand years ago.”
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“Moby Dick” book cover illustration.
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